What is a corn crib?

Although the design of the corn crib has varied greatly over time, its overall
function remains similar to the original structures created by American Indians for
storing and drying corn.

A corn crib is a structure used to properly store corn and other grains which
involved:

® keeping it dry (to prevent mold)
e keeping it safe from pests like rats and mice

How does a corn crib work?

Corn cribs provide a place to store corn and the open spacing between the boards
and the narrow compartments allowed for air circulation.

Farmers later added concrete piers or foundations to deter pests.

A center alleyway allowed wagons or tractors to enter and access the corn from
inside.

An elevator was used to move corn upwards and fill the crib from the top.

It is very important that each chamber is small. Corn that is buried too deep is
susceptible to rot if there is not enough air flow for it to dry.

Why is this corn crib important?
Most cribs were constructed of wood measured about 30 by 35 feet.

With an increasing need for livestock feed storage, some DeKalb County farmers
built much larger cribs. This corn crib is believed to be one of the largest in the
County at 70 x 30 feet.

Due to the widespread use of processed feeds since the 1950s, corn cribs are no
longer used. Thus, the countryside has numerous corn cribs that are abandoned,
losing the fight against time.



This corn crib

In 1942 this corn crib was remodeled: “The building was cranked up and a cement
foundation and driveway were poured . . .creating a 30 x 50 foot building.”

The space in the center of the building was made into one long storage bin for oats.
Chutes in the bottom, about a foot long and six inches square opened so that grain
could flow into a truck or wagon below.

There was an outdoor flight elevator positioned on the north side of the crib. Corn
or oats were dropped through an opening at the roof peak and into a flexible spout
to the second floor of the corn crib.

HAowanee Fvmm Clevalssn
( The old,reliable HART )

10 models Bucket
Elevators — 4 mod-

Handles ear corn els Portable — en-
and grain 900 to gineorhorsepower.
!l:i::;?:g? bushels per ] Kewanee Bucket

Elevatora ean bein-
galled in new orold
buildings.

o

E= 'mzz
e =

e W e

Without obligallcn we will send
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actly how to build a combined corn erib and granary and
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