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DeKalb County History Center 
Campus Project 

An exciting and modern way to engage with Engh Farm’s history and its place  
within the agricultural traditions of Northern Illinois’ legacy.

The History Center is proud to share that the 
State of Illinois’s Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism awarded a $500,000 
matching grant to this project. The DeKalb 
County Community Foundation also approved 
a $100,000 grant to support his work. 

Learn more & donate online 
Scan the QR Code to see an early concept of 
the campus expansion project and to donate 
online, now. 

Thank you for your consideration in supporting “Cultivating the Future.”

I want to donate now
Name 	

Email 	

I would like this donation to be in memory of: 	

 $100      $500     $1000     $2500       Other $	

 Pledge over 2 Years $	    

If you have questions or if you are interested in naming opportunities, please contact 
michelle@Dekalbcountyhistory.org

Inspiring curiosity in DeKalb County’s history.

dekalbcountyhistory.org
This two-phase 
expansion provides 
an opportunity to tell 
DeKalb County’s story 
in unique venues: from 
an amphitheater setting 
to a pavilion setting 
to an outdoor walking 
path with displays and 
artifacts amidst the 
gardens.

Learn more 
inside...

dekalbcountyhistory.org/rooted-in-hstory



Pavilion Phase I
Previously the Hired Man’s 
House was in this location. In 
collaboration with Habitat for 
Humanity the house was recently 
moved and will return to being 
a family home. A new pavilion 
will reflect the original structure 
of this former farm building, 
while offering a more versatile 
programming space.

Corn Crib Phase I
Corn Cribs are an icon of life in DeKalb 
County and we are thrilled to repurpose ours 
in a way that will allow visitors to interact with 
the key building in new ways:

•	 Speakers and musical performances

•	 Living history

•	 Interpretation telling the story of corn 
cribs and their essential role on the 
historic farm.

Garden and Walking Paths

Phase II

The lawn is an underutilized space that will be 
updated with a walking path, interpretive panels 
that can change, and larger outdoor history 
pieces. This experience will allow visitors to 
immerse themselves in agriculture history and 
even a walk down memory lane.

Supported by the University of Illinois Master 
Gardeners, the current gardens will be moved 
closer to Route 23. This outdoor classroom 
space that has generated an average of 2000-
2500 pounds of food for local food pantries, will 
include raised beds, traditional garden space, and 
a pollinator/host garden.

Parking Phase I
To accommodate additional 
visitors, parking spaces will be 
added to meet City of Sycamore 
requirements.


