
June 2025

Summer is here, and the DeKalb County History Center has a wide variety of
programs and events planned for people of all ages and interests! Whether you are
passionate about history or simply looking for something new to explore, there is
something for everyone.
 
Stop by and see us soon.

History Center News

Give DeKalb County Final Numbers
Thank you to everyone who participated in Give
DeKab County - by donating and/or spreading the
word about this amazing giving day.

Over $2 million was raised for DeKalb County
nonprofits. Due to your generosity, the History
Center surpassed its goal of $33,000, coming in at
over $37,000! Your generosity and support is
inspiring!
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Cookbook Announcement
We've been cooking up something special...

Check out "A Taste of DeKalb County Cookbook!"
Now available for digital purchase through the
History Center website. This 71-page PDF features
recipes from all corners of the county, stories about
the people who came up with the recipes, and even
photos of some unique local artifacts related to
cooking and dining. It truly captures of DeKalb
County life -- from entrees to desserts.

Purchase and download the PDF here:
zeffy.com/ticketing/dekalb-county-history-center-
cookbook. Proceeds support professional development opportunities for museums
within DeKalb County.
 

Cocktails at the Crib
Tickets on Sale Now!

Saturday, July 19 | 4-7pm
DeKalb County History Center

With a scenic farmstead location along a beautiful
pond as a backdrop, the DeKalb County History
Center is hosting its Fourth Annual fundraiser,
“Cocktails at the Crib.” Gather your friends and stop
by for an entertaining evening to savor a drink under
the tent outside or step inside to nosh on tasty
appetizers and sweets. Bid on extraordinary silent auction items, as well as tour the
award-winning exhibit “FOOD: Gathering Around the Table” hosted in collaboration
with the Smithsonian. Proudly presented by Resource Bank, come celebrate and
support DeKalb County’s history.

Tickets are $50 each and include souvenir cocktail glasses (quantity limited), music
by Craig Mathey & Friends, tasty appetizers, desserts, games, a silent auction, and
cash bar with first beverage included in ticket price. The event’s specialty drink is
Whiskey Acres’ “Bourbon & Blues.” Wine, beer, soft drinks, and water are also
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available.

On-site parking is available. Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended.
Tickets are available here: zeffy.com/ticketing/2025-cocktails-at-the-crib
 

Welcome Caroline!
We are thrilled to introduce Caroline Menzer as our new
Communications and Development Manager! Caroline
is pursuing her Master of Public Administration at
Northern Illinois University, where she also earned her
bachelor’s in Political Science with a minor in Nonprofit
and NGO Studies.

Growing up in Sycamore, Caroline’s roots are firmly planted in the community, fueling
her deep love and dedication to its growth. Her connection to the area goes beyond
just living here, it is about investing in the people and places that shaped her.

Her enthusiasm and commitment to making a positive impact will be a tremendous
asset to our team, and we can’t wait to see the difference she will make!
 

Highlight Francisco and FLI grant
Francisco “Frankie” Roa II, History major at Northern
Illinois University, brought his passion for the past to
life during his internship at the DeKalb History
Center. During his time as an intern, Frankie gained
valuable experience in research and archival
handling, further solidifying his goal of pursuing a higher education in History.
Although his internship has ended, Frankie continues to volunteer at the History
Center, eager to stay involved and keep learning.

His internship was partially funded through the DeKalb County Nonprofit
Partnership’s Future Leaders Internship Program.
 

Upcoming Programs
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Brown Bag Lunch
The Interrelation of Art + History
Ayanna Johnson, Jubilee Artisans Exhibition Curator
Thursday, June 5 | 12pm
Ellwood House Museum, 420 Linden Place, DeKalb

As an emerging art historian and graduate of NIU
College of Business, Johnson works to tell the story of
history through artwork. In her lecture, titled “The
Interrelation of Art History,” she will provide a
thoughtful and inspiring conversation about how art
creates space for diverse perspectives and helps us
better understand the world through history. Join the
Ellwood House Museum for this enriching experience
where history, creativity and conversation come
together.

“The Interrelation of Art and History” is part of “Brown
Bag Lunch Lecture series”, free monthly programs
offered in collaboration by the Ellwood House Museum
and DeKalb County History Center. Registration is not necessary, and participants
are welcome to bring lunch and eat during the program.

Brown Bag Lunch is funded in part by the Mary E. Stevens Concert and Lecture
Fund. Learn more at ellwoodhouse.org/lectures.
 

Celebrate Juneteenth
Thursday, June 19 | 7:00 (doors open at 6:30)
DeKalb County History Center

On the eve of their State Convention, the League of Women Voters of Illinois (LWV) 
invites you to a special virtual Juneteenth program featuring Van Gilmer—civil rights
activist, renowned vocal soloist, composer, choral director, and Music Director at the
Bahá’í House of Worship.

Join the LWV of Illinois on Thursday, June 19, at 7:00 PM to experience Mr. Gilmer’s
powerful storytelling and inspirational music as he shares personal accounts of civil
disobedience during the 1960s lunch counter sit-ins in Greenville, South Carolina.
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This event is presented in collaboration with the DeKalb County History Center and
Ellwood House Museum which will host an in-person watch party and community
discussion as a part of their ongoing Arts in Action Project. Doors open at 6:30 PM.
This gathering offers a unique opportunity to reflect together on the meaning of
Juneteenth and the final enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation in Texas at
the end of the Civil War.

Come together for an evening of fellowship, history, and dialogue.

 
 

Garden Story Time
Friday, June 27 | 11:30am
DeKalb County History Center

Join us on the 4th Friday of every month for a
fun-filled program in the beautiful garden spaces
at the DeKalb County History Center. This free
event is perfect for young children and their
families, featuring stories, songs, and simple
crafts inspired by nature, history, and the joy of
reading.

Ages: Designed for children 3-6, but siblings are always welcome!

Don't miss this fantastic opportunity to enjoy quality family time while fostering a love
for books and creativity. We can’t wait to see you there!
 

Seasonal Cooking with Jo Cessena
Flavors of the Past: A Culinary Journey Through Time

Thursday, July 17 | 12 pm
DeKalb County History Center

Jo Cessna, a culinary instructor from Northwestern Medicine’s Leishman Center for
Culinary Health, will continue a series of programs based on seasonal cooking.
These discussions will complement the History Center’s current exhibit “Food:
Gathering Around the Table” which includes topics featuring home cooking and family
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recipes. These classes will include
examples of how to prepare seasonal
recipes.

Register here: eventbrite.com/e/cooking-
seasonally-tickets-1342218253929?
aff=oddtdtcreator

In Case you Missed it

Common Table
We were proud to co-sponsor the
Common Table DeKalb event on May
22 with Famerworks and Landscapers
Advocacy Project (FLAP) and the
Ellwood House Museum.

It was a meaningful evening of sharing
stories about food, family, and tradition. Thank you to all who joined us in celebrating
community and connection!
 

 
Board Members Visit Hinckley Historical Society Museum
As part of its May meeting, the History Center board had the opportunity to visit the
Hinckley Historical Society Museum. The visit offered a deeper look into Hinckley’s
rich heritage through a series of thoughtfully curated exhibits.

Highlights included learning about the first Harlem Globetrotters game, which took
place in Hinckley in 1927, as well as displays on the area’s historic farms, early
pioneer life, and community traditions like Pioneer Days.

Board members were impressed by the museum’s dedication to preserving local
stories and appreciated the warm hospitality of the Hinckley Historical Society. The
visit reinforced the value of connecting with regional partners who share a
commitment to keeping history alive.
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Construction Update

We are excited to share that our campus expansion project, “Rooted in History,
Cultivating the Future” has started! The History Center Board of Directors recently
celebrated the ground breaking.

The State of Illinois recognized the strength of the History Center’s proposal by
awarding a highly competitive $500,000 matching grant. The History Center sees this
project as an opportunity to share DeKalb County’s agricultural history, strengthen
local engagement, and positively impact the entire DeKalb County community.

By transforming a historic corn crib into amphitheater space, plus developing
interpretive exhibits, community programming, and educational partnerships, the
campus will become a dynamic venue reflecting the tradition of innovation in DeKalb
County.

Additionally, the project highlights DeKalb County’s agricultural legacy by exploring
this history in an authentic setting. The vision is an exciting and modern way to
engage with the former Engh Farm’s history and its place within the agricultural
traditions of northern Illinois. The concept ensures that today’s actions preserve
DeKalb County’s agricultural stories and foster meaningful connections for future
generations.

The total is $1.8 million and $1,550,000 is already committed to the project. To learn
more about the project, naming opportunities, or making a donation, contact Michelle
Donahoe at michelle@dekalbcountyhistory.org.
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Joiner History Room

Joiner History Room - The Collection at Your Fingertips

 

We recently published an update to PastPerfect Online, an online resource that
allows you to view items in the DeKalb County History Center’s collection at home.
Always accessible HERE (or on the Online Resources page on the website),
PastPerfect Online presents a selection of the History Center’s extensive collection
records. By using this link you can browse the collection, do a keyword search, do an
advanced search, or run an always fun random image search to discover more about
DeKalb County’s rich history. This recent update includes 18,800 of the nearly 27,000
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records--more that 70% of the History Center database.
 

 

Cornsilk

Do you love local history? Always looking for
new things to learn about DeKalb County?
Then don’t miss out on Cornsilk, our award-
winning quarterly magazine dedicated to
DeKalb County History.
If you want to receive the printed version, use
this link to become a Cornsilk subscriber at $40
a year. Cornsilk order page

NEW - Receive the digital version emailed to you each quarter! Learn more here.

Already a subscriber? Then, give the gift of history and order for a friend!

Events Around the County

Hinckley Historical Society
 
Enjoy our friendly, small-town hospitality. Bring your lawn chairs and refreshments to
the Community Building lawn, 100 Maple Street, Hinckley. Free concerts from 6-8pm
are organized by the Hinckley Historical Society.
 
Thursday, June 19, the 40-piece Fox Valley Brass Band will provide a variety of
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traditional and contemporary brass
music.  The skilled volunteer musicians
promote music enjoyment for all ages. 
 
Thursday, July 17, Ann Stewart and the
Banjo Buddies Dixieland Jazz Band
provide a show of classic Dixieland Jazz
and improvisations that keep the music
fresh and entertaining.
 
Thursday, August 21, the Jazz in Progress 18-piece community band features
classical jazz, swing-era and favorites from across the decades. Soloists will add to
their performance.
 
The free concerts are made possible by grants from the Farny R. Wurlitzer
Foundation and Resource Bank. 
 
The Hinckley Historical Society invites you to visit our museum and enjoy Hinckley: a
good food and good time destination.

Questions?  Contact Hinckley Historical Society at 815-761-4058 or
hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

 
Ellwood House Museum “Ellwood Explorers"

June 14 – Hidden No More with NIU Steam
July 12 – Bugs and Blossoms
 

Glidden Homestead

Anne’s Story Time
Kicks off on May 4 at 1:00

Hosted in partnership with the DeKalb Public
Library, this is a free story time for families held
on the first Sunday of each month at 1pm.

Open Barn Day
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Sunday, June 22
Guided house and barn tours. Activities for families. $5 admission
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