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July is heating up, and so are the activities at the DeKalb County History
Center! From hands-on programs and engaging exhibits to special events and
family-friendly fun, there’s something happening for everyone this month.

Whether you are a longtime supporter or a first-time visitor, we invite you to
stop by, explore, and discover something new. We can’t wait to see you!

History Center News

 
Cocktails at the Crib

Tickets on Sale Now!

Saturday, July 19 | 4-7pm
DeKalb County History Center

With a scenic farmstead location along a
beautiful pond as a backdrop, the DeKalb
County History Center is hosting its Fourth
Annual fundraiser, “Cocktails at the Crib.” Gather your friends and stop by for
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an entertaining evening to savor a drink under the tent outside or step inside to
nosh on tasty appetizers and sweets. Bid on extraordinary silent auction items,
as well as tour the award-winning exhibit “FOOD: Gathering Around the Table”
hosted in collaboration with the Smithsonian. Proudly presented by Resource
Bank, come celebrate and support DeKalb County’s history.

Tickets are $50 each and include souvenir cocktail glasses (quantity limited),
music by Craig Mathey & Friends, tasty appetizers, desserts, games, a silent
auction, and cash bar with first beverage included in ticket price. The event’s
specialty drink is Whiskey Acres’ “Bourbon & Blues.” Wine, beer, soft drinks,
and water are also available. 

There are also an impressive number of silent auction/raffle items including
local restaurant gift cards, wine, museum tickets, and more! 

On-site parking is available. Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended.
For more info and to purchase tickets, visit dekalbcountyhistory.org/25cocktails-
at-the-crib/

Construction Update

Have you noticed? We are making
progress on the campus expansion
project. Most noticeably is the work
on the corn crib. The bathroom
plumbing is in, and the opening to
the stage is now visible.
Improvements on the roof and siding
are next. Watch our social media
channels for regular updates! 

In case you missed it, the History
Center sees this project as an
opportunity to share DeKalb County’s agricultural history, strengthen local
engagement, and positively impact the entire DeKalb County community.

By transforming a historic corn crib into amphitheater space, plus developing
interpretive exhibits, community programming, and educational partnerships,
the campus will become a dynamic venue reflecting the tradition of innovation
in DeKalb County.
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Additionally, the project highlights DeKalb County’s agricultural legacy by
exploring this history in an authentic setting. The vision is an exciting and
modern way to engage with the former Engh Farm’s history and its place within
the agricultural traditions of northern Illinois. The concept ensures that today’s
actions preserve DeKalb County’s agricultural stories and foster meaningful
connections for future generations.

To learn more about the project, naming opportunities, or making a donation,
contact Michelle Donahoe at michelle@dekalbcountyhistory.org. 

Upcoming Programs

Seasonal Cooking with Jo Cessna
Flavors of the Past: A Culinary Journey Through Time

Thursday, July 17 | 12 pm
DeKalb County History Center

Jo Cessna and Rachael Koroscik,
culinary instructors from
Northwestern Medicine’s Leishman
Center for Culinary Health, will
continue a series of programs
based on seasonal cooking, this
month focusing on sweet corn! 

These discussions will complement the History Center’s award-winning exhibit
“Food: Gathering Around the Table” which includes topics featuring home
cooking and family recipes. These classes will include examples of how to
prepare seasonal recipes

Register here: eventbrite.com/e/cooking-seasonally-tickets-1342218253929?
aff=oddtdtcreator
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Garden Story Time
Friday, July 25 | 11:30am
DeKalb County History Center

Join us on the 4th Friday of every month
for a fun-filled program in the beautiful
garden spaces at the DeKalb County
History Center. This free event is perfect
for young children and their families,
featuring stories, songs, and simple crafts
inspired by nature, history, and the joy of
reading.

Ages: Designed for children 3-6, but siblings are always welcome!

Don't miss this fantastic opportunity to enjoy quality family time while fostering a
love for books and creativity. We can’t wait to see you there!
 

In Case you Missed it

Welcome summer camp groups!
Dozens of young visitors from Sycamore School
District’s OSCAR program and Land of Learning
have explored local history through interactive

activities, scavenger hunts, and hands-on learning
experiences in our gardens.

 

Brown Bag Lunch
Community members joined us for an engaging lunchtime presentation from

Jubilee Artisans
Exhibition Curator Ayanna Johnson highlighting “The Interrelation of Art and

History.”
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Give DeKalb

County
Celebration
Michelle and

Caroline joined
the Dekalb

County
Nonprofit Partnership at their Give DeKalb County
celebration. Over $2 million was raised for DeKalb

County nonprofits. Due to your generosity, the
History Center surpassed its goal of $33,000,

coming in at over $37,000!

 

 
United Way Kishwaukee’s Day of Caring

We were proud to take part in United Way
Kishwaukee’s Day of Caring! Thanks to volunteers
from Target and FNBO who helped with outdoor
projects and landscaping work. Their energy and
teamwork made a real difference at the History
Center.

 
 

 
Juneteenth Watch Party

We marked Juneteenth with a watch party and discussion featuring civil rights
activist Van Gilmer, in partnership with the League of Women Voters and

Ellwood House Museum.
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DeK
alb
Prid
e
Fest
Our
team
set
up a

booth to share inclusive local history,
highlight diverse stories from DeKalb County’s past, and connect with new
audiences during this joyful celebration.

 

 
Arts in Action Exhibit Opening

 The "Arts in Action: Sharing Stories" exhibit
opened June 28, 2025, at the Ellwood House
Museum in DeKalb. This collaborative project

highlights the diverse histories of Black and Latino
communities in DeKalb County through artwork

and personal stories. Supported by Healing Illinois,
the exhibit offers new perspectives on local history.

 

 

Joiner History Room

Joiner History Room - The Collection at Your Fingertips

Charles W. Marsh (1834-1918) is a DeKalb County man best known for
inventing, in partnership with his brother WIlliam, the Marsh Harvester. 
But he was also a founder and long-time editor of Farm Implement News, an
influential trade publication on agricultural devices. Richly illustrated, the
magazine "was the first of its class and it successfully opened a new field of
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journalism." 

After the June 30, 1884, failure of the businesses of Marsh Harvester, Arthur M.
Leslie (1848-1920), inventor of sewing machines and attachments, approached
Marsh with the idea of starting a farm implement trade journal. Marsh wrote,  "A
mutual friend, who had noticed my occasional articles in the Chicago Field
[sportsmen's magazine], recommended me." They would operate with Leslie as
promoter and Marsh as editor. But they needed an experienced publisher. 

Elmer J. Baker (1861-1959) had grown up in Sycamore and had worked for
much of his youth in publishing, including working for Henry Boies of The
Sycamore True Republican. Already publishing a farm implement journal in
Chicago, he joined the management of Farm Implement News and the first
issue appeared April 1885.

Marsh later said that Farm Implement News "was to be a dealers' paper, to
bear to them the news of the trade and the advertisements of the
manufacturers; also to be a medium for the discussion of matters of common
interest to the industry. We were unanimous in our determination, then and
always, that it should be fair, honest and reliable." 

Marsh and Leslie retired from Farm Implement News in 1910. Elmer J. Baker,
and later, his son Elmer J. Baker, Jr., ran it with great success until it merged
with Implement and Tractor magazine in March 1958. 

DeKalb County Cookbook
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Cookbook Announcement
We've been cooking up something
special...

Check out "A Taste of DeKalb County
Cookbook!" Now available for digital purchase
through the History Center website. This 71-
page PDF features recipes from all corners of
the county, stories about the people who came
up with the recipes, and even photos of some
unique local artifacts related to cooking and
dining. It truly captures of DeKalb County life --
from entrees to desserts.

Purchase and download the PDF here: zeffy.com/ticketing/dekalb-county-
history-center-cookbook. Proceeds support professional development
opportunities for museums within DeKalb County.

Cornsilk

Do you love local history? Always looking for new
things to learn about DeKalb County? Then don’t
miss out on Cornsilk, our award-winning quarterly
magazine dedicated to DeKalb County History. 

The June edition is now available. This edition
includes an article based on the extensive research
about the DeKalb County Civil War Memorial by
Dennis Maher. Mark your calendar for Thursday,
September 4 at 6:30 when Dennis will talk about
his important part of local history. 

If you want to receive the printed version, use this link to become a Cornsilk
subscriber at $40 a year. Cornsilk order page NEW - Receive the digital version
emailed to you each quarter! Learn more here. Already a subscriber? Then,
give the gift of history and order for a friend!
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Events Around the County

Hinckley Historical Society
 
Enjoy our friendly, small-town
hospitality. Bring your lawn chairs
and refreshments to the
Community Building lawn, 100
Maple Street, Hinckley. Free
concerts from 6-8pm are organized
by the Hinckley Historical Society.
 
Thursday, July 17, Ann Stewart and the Banjo Buddies Dixieland Jazz Band
provide a show of classic Dixieland Jazz and improvisations that keep the
music fresh and entertaining.
 
Thursday, August 21, the Jazz in Progress 18-piece community band features
classical jazz, swing-era and favorites from across the decades. Soloists will
add to their performance.
 
The free concerts are made possible by grants from the Farny R. Wurlitzer
Foundation and Resource Bank. 
 
The Hinckley Historical Society invites you to visit our museum and enjoy
Hinckley: a good food and good time destination.

Questions?  Contact Hinckley Historical Society at 815-761-4058 or
hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

 

Ellwood House Museum “Ellwood
Explorers"

July 12  10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
 

Once a month, join us for a free program exploring the sights and sounds
of Ellwood Park.
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Glidden Homestead

Anne’s Story Time
Kicks off on May 4 at 1:00

Hosted in partnership with the DeKalb
Public Library, this is a free story time for
families held on the first Sunday of each
month at 1pm.

Annie Glidden’s 160th Birthday Party
July 26, 2025 at 2pm
Annie’s Woods, 365 Miller Ave
DeKalb, Illinois 60115
Annie Glidden, local agricultural pioneer and niece of Joseph F. Glidden is
celebrating her 160th birthday this summer! Save the Date for July 26 when
we’ll celebrate her with a community party at Annie’s Woods.
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