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Give DeKalb County is here! This is the
powerful and amazing day of giving throughout
our county. We would be honored if you would
consider supporting the History Center and help
us reach our goal of raising $33,000. Please visit
our profile page for details, but below are a few
reasons why we think you should donate to the
History Center during Give DeKalb County. 

givedekalbcounty.org/organizations/dekalb-county-history-center

If you value curiosity about our past,
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.
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If you value the resources in the Joiner History Room,
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.

If you value a wide variety of history related programs,
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.

If you value award-winning exhibits,
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.

If you value preserving DeKalb County's past,
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.
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If you value community building,
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.

If you value having fun (we have cute animals too!),
please support the History Center during Give DeKalb County.

Your contribution on May 1- by check, online, for any amount over $5 will
directly support these efforts. Together, we can continue to inspire curiosity,
celebrate our shared heritage, and make history come alive for generations to
come.

Learn more at givedekalbcounty.org/organizations/dekalb-county-history-center,
and make sure to share our Give DeKalb County social media posts.
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Thank you!

History Center News

The DeKalb County History Center
receives an Award of Excellence
from the Illinois Association of
Museums!

We are proud to announce that we
were once again recognized by the
Illinois Association of Museums for
our award-winning exhibits. “Food:
Gathering Around the Table” was
honored with an Award of
Excellence during their annual
awards ceremony. Their review
committee shared, “This exhibit approached food from many different angles,
including home cooking, local restaurants, and even charity events and
organizations. Judges appreciated the scope of the exhibit, as well as the effort
to include an array of communities and community organizations in the county. 
The station where guests could add their own food memories was especially
effective.”
 

Upcoming Programs

Brown Bag Lunch
2025 Ellwood House Exhibit Preview
Anna-Marie Zurlinden, Exhibitions Coordinator
Thursday, May 1 | 12pm
Ellwood House Museum, 420 Linden Place, DeKalb

The Ellwood House Museum Visitor Center houses four free galleries with
historic objects, artwork, and local history that connects to national themes.
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Each year, staff work to bring ideas
and objects to life through new
exhibitions. The presentation will
discuss the exhibits, background
and development, some
considerations for putting objects
on display, and the particulars of
when and where to view them.

This program is part of the “Brown Bag Lunch Lecture Series,” free monthly
programs offered in collaboration by the Ellwood House Museum and DeKalb
County History Center. Registration is not necessary, and participants are
welcome to bring lunch and
eat during the program.

Brown Bag Lunch is funded in part by the Mary E. Stevens Concert and Lecture
Series.  

Dessert & Dialogue
Wednesday, May 7 | 6:30-8pm
DeKalb County History Center

The third in a series of
discussions, this evening of
community-building, storytelling,
and racial healing aims to
strengthen allyship and foster
deeper connections within the
community. The event builds on
the foundational work started by
the Arts in Action project, a collaborative initiative between the DeKalb County
History Center and Ellwood House.

This event takes place from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on May 7 at the DeKalb County
History Center, 1730 N. Main Street. Please call 815-895-5762 with questions
or additional information. Registration is encouraged. Use this link to Register

Book Talk with Bob Hill
Saturday, May 10 | 1-3pm 
DeKalb County History Center
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In his 33 years at the Louisville Courier-
Journal, columnist Bob Hill wrote 14
books and more than 4,000 columns,
using humor, whimsy, truth, passion, and
his sense of place to portray the lives,
losses, and triumphs of everyday people
and their communities.

The Sycamore High School graduate
(Class of 1960) has a new memoir, Out
Here, that includes many of his favorite
columns that covers a career that began
at his hometown weekly newspapers, the
Sycamore Sun-Tribune and True
Republican.

Join Bob on May 10 when he talks about his new book, and signs copies
afterwards. Robins Bookstore will be selling the book at the event.
 

Seasonal Cooking
with Jo Cessena
Flavors of the Past: A Culinary
Journey Through Time

Thursday, May 15 | 12pm
DeKalb County History Center

As we transition into spring and warmer months, Jo Cessna and Rachael
Koroscik will talk about using herbs and demonstrate a simple salad and herb
tea. This program is hosted in collaboration with Northwestern Medicine’s
Leishman Center.
 

Garden Story Time
Friday, May 23 | 11:30am
DeKalb County History Center

Join us as we kick off our Garden Story time season! Families are invited to join
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us for stories, rhymes, and
songs. Bring a blanket to sit on. No
registration required.
 
Mark your calendar – Story times
will be held on the fourth Friday of
the month until October.
 

Save the Date
Cocktails at the Crib returns on July 19!
Details coming soon.

 

In Case you Missed it

We had a busy April, here are a few photos of all our amazing activities.

April 3 Brown Bag Lunch about the Underground Railroad in DeKalb and
Kane County

Storytelling Showcase with Dr. Ada Cheng, made possible with a grant from
Healing Illinois.
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Sycamore Community Expo, April 5

 

We kicked off the commemoration of America’s 250th Anniversary on April 19
with the event “Two Lights for Tomorrow.” This National Day of Service, with
over 25 people, honored Paul Revere’s Ride 250 years ago. A special thank
you to the University of Illinois Master Gardeners, the Church of Latter Day
Saints, Sycamore Kiwanis, Sycamore Rotaract, Daughters of the American
Revolution, and our general supporters. This group helped us prepare our
gardens for this year and with our spring clean-up. 
 

 
University of Illinois Rare Book program, “Flavors of the Past: A Culinary
Journey Through Time” wrapped up the month with this wonderful discussion
on April 24.
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Joiner History Room

Here is an interesting story
from the Joiner History
Room's archival collection. 

"Can if you can, and if you
can't. Let the Community
Cannery do it for you."

During the height of efforts
on the Homefront during
World War I, DeKalb
women organized a
Community Cannery. With
wartime food rationing and
shortages, "the main idea of
the workers is to save every
bit of garden and orchard
product so that there may
be enough food" for the
coming winter of 1918. 

Beginning in May 1918, dozens of DeKalb women worked through the summer
from early morning until evening, every day but holidays, "until the garden, field,
and orchard products are all in." They were joined by three Normal
School students as part of their course of study. Miss Avis Rowe, a DeKalb
High School teacher and canning expert, led the work so that "the products
may be standardized and always they will be guaranteed." 
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"Several high school girls will secure extra credits by aiding the cannery,"
the Chronicle reported, and these credits appear on their transcripts here in the
archive. 

The women operated out of the kitchen of the DeKalb Methodist Church and
were to be paid that autumn with canned products.

Early on, they canned tomatoes, peas, beans, spinach, cherries, pineapple,
and corn. By September, they worked on string beans and conducted "an
experiment" canning pumpkins (by the hundreds), squash, and turnips. 

In November, two days before the end of the war, the Chronicle reported that
dried corn, canned string beans, tomatoes, squash, and pumpkins were on sale
at regular market prices. The Community Cannery also offered "several kinds of
canned fruits, jams, and jellies." 

Though it only lasted for one growing season, the Chronicle wrote, "The
cannery where so many women will work together will develop the community
spirit, not only aiding in winning the war and teaching conservation. DeKalb has
come considerably into the limelight, since nearby places have heard of the
venture."

Roving Curator Update

A great shout out to Jessi LaRue!
She has been working with us in
several different positions over the
years. We are happy to share that
she is increasing her hours at
Glidden Homestead, which
unfortunately means she will no
longer be able to serve as our
Roving Curator. We know she will
continue to do great work in the
history field but will greatly miss her at the History Center. As she wraps up her
last projects, keep an eye out for a county-wide cookbook created in
collaboration with our history partners. This is another project to complement
our “Food” exhibit.
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And good news, Jessi will still be the editor for Cornsilk, so we will still can work
together, just not as often.

Podcasts

Check out the newest podcast with Chef Hannah
Flora!

She was a contestant on the most recent season
of Hell’s Kitchen. Now in Florida, she graduated
from DeKalb High School and credits her love for
working with food to her time in DeKalb. 

dekalbcountyhistory.podbean.com/e/chef-
hannah-flora/

Cornsilk
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Do you love local history? Always
looking for new things to learn about
DeKalb County? Then don’t miss out
on Cornsilk, our award-winning
quarterly magazine dedicated to
DeKalb County History.
 
If you want to receive the printed
version, use this link to become a
Cornsilk subscriber at $40 a year.
Cornsilk order page
 
NEW - Receive the digital version
emailed to you each quarter! Learn
more here.
 
Already a subscriber? Then, give the gift of history and order for a friend!

Events Around the County

Hinckley Historical Society
 
Enjoy our friendly, small-town
hospitality. Bring your lawn chairs
and refreshments to the
Community Building lawn (100
Maple Street, Hinckley). Free
concerts from 6-8pm are organized
by the Hinckley Historical Society.
 
Thursday, June 19, the 40 piece Fox Valley Brass Band will provide a variety
of traditional and contemporary brass music.  The skilled volunteer musicians
promote music enjoyment for all ages. 
 
Thursday, July 17, Ann Stewart and the Banjo Buddies Dixieland Jazz Band
provide a show of classic Dixieland Jazz and improvisations that keep the
music fresh and entertaining.
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Thursday, August 21, the Jazz in Progress 18-piece community band features
classical jazz, swing-era and favorites from across the decades.  Soloists will
add to their performance.
 
The free concerts are made possible by grants from the Farny R. Wurlitzer
Foundation and Resource Bank. 
 
The Hinckley Historical Society invites you to visit our museum and enjoy
Hinckley: a good food and good time destination.

Questions?  Contact Hinckley Historical Society  815-761-4058 or
hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

 
Ellwood House Museum “Ellwood Explorers"
May 10 – Tea Party
June 14 – Hidden No More with NIU Steam
July 12 – Bugs and Blossoms
 

Glidden Homestead
Anne’s Story Time
Kicks off on May 4 at 1:00

Hosted in partnership with the DeKalb Public Library, this is a free story time for
families held on the first Sunday of each month at 1pm.

 
Now open for the season:
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LELAND: Leland Area History Center, 205 N Main (upper), Leland, is open
Saturdays 11am – 1pm.
 
HINCKLEY: The Hinckley Historical Society reopens on April 5 operating from
10am until noon on Saturdays. Visitors can make an appointment at other times
of the day and week by calling 815-761-4058.
 
SANDWICH: The museum opens for the season on April 6th, hours are from 1-
4pm. There will be a Civil War exhibit containing artifacts and documents
detailing how Sandwich was involved. Bring the entire family, three floors to
explore!

Copyright © 2025 DeKalb County History Center, All rights reserved.
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