
April 2025

While we are only a few months into 2025, we are continuing to see excitement
around the diverse programming and resources available to the DeKalb County
community! Our noon-hour Brown Bag Lunch presentations, community
storytelling workshops, and live musical performances, have all been met with
tremendous enthusiasm, often resulting in a full house, standing room only, or
even sell-out crowds. At the same time, our archives have been busier than
ever, with researchers eager to explore the wealth of historical treasures we
preserve. Additionally, we have been reaching new audiences with our “Food:
Gathering Around the Table” podcast.

Don’t miss out on all the events we have planned for April and May!

History Center News

Give DeKalb County
Thursday, May 1 | 6:30-8pm

Give DeKalb County, the county-wide inspirational day of giving, is fast
approaching on Thursday, May 1, 2025. This special event offers donors the
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opportunity to support local
nonprofits and amplify your impact
through the Bonus Pool. Over the
last 10 years, this event has raised
an incredible $8.7 million for our
community! Last year our amazing
supporters played a pivotal role in
advancing our mission: Inspiring
curiosity in DeKalb County’s history. Donations through Give DeKalb County
helped us provide engaging educational programs, preserve our collections and
archives, create award-winning exhibits, and host a wide range of events that
explore our rich history.

As you know, the DeKalb County History Center is a thriving hub of learning
and engagement, and thanks to our generous donors we can continue to offer
these valuable services to our community and beyond.

Your contribution on May 1- by check, online, for any amount over $5 will
directly support these efforts. Together, we can continue to inspire curiosity,
celebrate our shared heritage, and make history come alive for generations to
come.
Learn more at givedekalbcounty.org/organizations/dekalb-county-history-center,
and make sure to share our Give DeKalb County social media posts.
 

Welcome, Michael Haines to the
Board of Directors!
Michael came to Dekalb County as
a Northern Illinois University Freshman in
1967 and never left. Michael and his wife
Lana married in 1970 and have two adult
children, Amanda and Zachary. In 1979,
Michael and Lana moved from their
farmette south of Malta to a ten-acre
wooded parcel in rural Kingston Township
where they still reside. Among Michael’s
many interests are gardening, prairie restoration, gourmet cooking, guitar,
Dekalb County history, and many other forms of mischief. He is honored to be a
new member of the Dekalb County History Center’s Board of Directors. He also
serves the community as a board member of the DeKalb County Community
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Foundation (IL) and Voluntary Action Center of Northern Illinois
 

Podcasts
Check out the newest podcast with
Harlan and Kaite the owner of
South Moon BBQ as they share
their adventures of running a BBQ
shack in Genoa, to a brick and
mortar building in Hinckley, to
plans for the future.

dekalbcountyhistory.podbean.com/e/south-moon-bbq/
 

In the News . . . 
The DeKalb County History Center was highlighted on WNIJ’s Under the Rock
podcast, “Where the cities meet the cornfields: Who’s preserving our stories.”

Dan Libman, Spencer Tritt and Susan Stephens drove around the area to learn
more about some local museums including the DeKalb County History Center,
Byron History Museum, and the Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society.
 
“When it comes to museums, Chicago
hogs all the attention in Illinois with its
world-famous collections of art and
antiquities. But there are hundreds of
museums in just about every community
across the state. Although the hours may
be limited and the mannequins can be
kind of spooky, little museums are local treasures.

For this month’s Under Rocks podcast, we visited a few of our local history
centers.”  Listen to the entire podcast here.

Photo courtesy of WNIJ.
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Thank you volunteers!  
April is National Volunteer Appreciation month, and we would not be the vibrant
organization we are without our amazing volunteers! Watch social media as we
highlight those who generously share there time and talents throughout the
year. In a nutshell in 2024 we had over 230 volunteers, for over 6000 hours
that equals over $194,000 according to the Federal pay rate calculating
volunteer hours!!!

Join our team for a day - Day of Service on April 19 between 12-3, or on a
regular basis. If you have time, we can put you to work. 

Here is a photo of Master Gardeners working on the gardens that provide over
2000 lbs of food each year for local food pantries. 

                                        

Events

Brown Bag Lunch
The Precipice of Freedom: The Roles of DeKalb and Kane County
during the Anti-Slavery Movement
Eric Krupa, St. Charles Heritage Museum
Thursday, April 3 | 12pm
DeKalb County History Center

In this enlightening talk, hosted by St. Charles History Museum Archivist Eric
Krupa, will delve into the critical roles that Kane and DeKalb Counties played in
the fight against slavery between 1836 and 1860. This event is part of the
monthly Brown Bag Lunch series sponsored by the DeKalb County History
Center and Ellwood House Museum.

Eric Krupa will share original historical research that uncovers the untold stories
of how these two counties at the heart of the Midwest contributed to the
broader abolitionist movement. The presentation will explore the politics,
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strategies, and people who courageously fought for the freedom of enslaved
individuals, including new insights into the Underground Railroad in our region.
Attendees are invited to bring their own lunch and engage in the discussion.
This program is generously sponsored by the Mary E. Stevens Concert and
Lecture fund.
 

Community Expos
Stop by our booth and check out all the exciting programs and events the
History Center has planned for summer 2025!

Sycamore Chamber of Commerce 
Community Expo
Saturday, April 5 | 10am-2pm | Free
Sycamore Park District Community Center
480 Airport Road, Sycamore

DeKalb Chamber of Commerce 
Local Showcase & Spring Show
Thursday, April 24 | 3pm-7pm | Free
Northern Illinois University Convocation Center

   

Storytelling Showcase with Dr. Ada Cheng
Thursday, April 10 | 6:30-8pm | Free
Ellwood House Museum
420 Linden Place, DeKalb
Free, sponsored by Healing Illinois

Building upon the stories and experiences that
were shared during the March 13 Storytelling
Workshop with Dr. Ada Cheng, a showcase

featuring local story tellers is planned for April 10. Several individuals who
participated in the workshop were invited to work with Dr. Cheng to fine tune
their stories and share with the public during this event.
 
Note the change in venue – due to the high number of people who attended
the workshop, the Showcase is now at the Ellwood House Museum.
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This event is generously sponsored by Healing Illinois, which is funded by the
Illinois Department of Human Services in partnership with The Field Foundation
of Illinois, DeKalb County History Center and Ellwood House Museum.
 

Day of Service
Saturday, April 19 | 12-3pm | $5 per person
DeKalb County History Center

Two Lights for Tomorrow is a nationwide initiative
to commence the celebration of the 250th
birthday of the United States of America. The
famous ride of Paul Revere occurred overnight
on April 18 – 19, 1775. Two Lights for Tomorrow originated out of multi-state
collaboration at A Common Cause to All in Williamsburg and uses the imagery
of that shining light 250 years ago as a uniting call to action today for our fellow
citizens, no matter where they are, to commemorate and remind ourselves that
our history is about working together for a better tomorrow.

At its heart it is a call across the country, in private homes, local communities,
and statehouses alike, for two lights to be displayed to remind us all of the
importance to come together to form a more perfect union.
In some states, a day of service will follow the lantern lightings as a reminder
that the idea of serving one another has been part of our national identity since
that very first day 250 years ago.

The DeKalb County History Center is participating. If you are interested in being
part of Day of Service, sign up here: Day of Service
 

University of Illinois Rare Book Program
Flavors of the Past: A Culinary Journey Through
Time

Friday, April 24 | 2pm 
DeKalb County History Center

Friday, April 24 | 5pm
Kirkland Historical Society
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Dive into the rich tapestry of culinary history at our upcoming event where food,
culture, and history intertwine. This program hosted in collaboration with the
University of Illinois Rare Books Department features a fascinating collection of
historical cookbooks and recipe manuscripts, including a 17th-century English
cookbook and a 1920s Mexican culinary student's compilation. Highlights
include the Gwendolyn Brooks Recipe Box and the unique 3D "More Slice of
Pie" book. Perfect for history buffs, food enthusiasts, and families, this event
offers a unique opportunity to connect with the past and understand how food
traditions shape our identities and communities.

First program will be held at the History Center with an encore presentation at
the Kirkland Historical Society.
 

 
Dessert & Dialogue
Wednesday, May 7 | 6:30-8pm
DeKalb County History Center

The third in a series of
discussions, this evening of
community-building, storytelling,
and racial healing aims to
strengthen allyship and foster deeper connections within the community. The
event builds on the foundational work started by the Arts in Action project, a
collaborative initiative between the DeKalb County History Center and Ellwood
House.

This event takes place from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on May 7 at the DeKalb County
History Center, 1730 N. Main Street. Please call 815-895-5762 with questions
or additional information. Registration is encouraged. Use this link to Register
 

Joiner History Room

In the recent Property 101 class here at the History Center, we talked about a
potential resource: Sanborn Maps.
Sanborn Maps are colorful maps originally created for fire insurance
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underwriting. But they are a rich
source of information about
structures within area towns from
the 1880s until 1929 (the last date
in the public domain).

If you’re lucky enough that your
building is within the area they
covered, Sanborn Maps show the
shape and structure of the
building, other buildings (excluding
outhouses) on the property, the
address, any potential change in
address, as well as the number of
stories or height of the structure. Some businesses indicate inventories of
machines, the source of light and heat, and fire prevention methods they use.

While the first Sanborn Map were published in 1867, the first ones available
here are for DeKalb in 1885. Other towns include Sycamore, Somonauk,
Shabbona, Sandwich, Kingston, and Genoa.

Maps from DeKalb County are available on the University of Illinois Sanborn
Map digital collection or at the Library of Congress website. 

Roving Curator Update

Local History Spotlight: Malta Historical & Genealogical Society!
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Our roving curator visited Malta! The roving curator's role is to work with all
DeKalb County museums to share resources and find ways to collaborate in
order to make all of our museums even stronger. Here's a glimpse of Malta’s
museum, located in the historic 1873 town hall building. This building has
hosted numerous community events over the years, and even briefly served as
a kindergarten classroom and the temporary physical education facility for
Kishwaukee College. The historical society was founded in 1997. The museum
is open by appointment by calling the village hall at 815-825-2330, ext. 5.
Check them out!

Cornsilk

Do you love local history? Always
looking for new things to learn about
DeKalb County? Then don’t miss out
on Cornsilk, our award-winning
quarterly magazine dedicated to
DeKalb County History.
 
If you want to receive the printed
version, use this link to become a
Cornsilk subscriber at $40 a year.
Cornsilk order page
 
NEW - Receive the digital version
emailed to you each quarter! Watch for
additional details soon. 
 
Already a subscriber? Then, give the gift of history and order for a friend!

Events Around the County

Many of our area museums are reopening for the season!
 
Leland Area History Center
205 N Main (upper), Leland
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Hours: Saturdays, 11am-1pm
 
Hinckley Historical Society 
145 E Lincoln Ave, Hinckley
Reopens April 5 | Hours: Saturdays, 10am-12pm. 
Visitors can make an appointment at other times of the day and week by calling
815-761-4058.
 

Stone Mill Museum
315 E Railroad St, Sandwich
Reopens April 6 | Hours: Sundays 1-4pm
There will be a Civil War exhibit containing artifacts and documents detailing
how Sandwich was involved. Bring the entire family, three floors to explore!

Kirkland Historical Society 
Sunday, April 13 at 2:00 p.m.
160 Minutes: The Race to Save the RMS Titanic

Presented by William Hazelgrove and sponsored by the Kirkland Library, stop
by to discover more about this fascinating story about the 160 minutes used to
save the passengers of the Titanic before it sank in to the icy waters of the
Titanic
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