
January 2025

January was a little quieter here at the History
Center, but we have been busy planning for
2025! As you read below, you will see we have
some new faces and are looking for a
Communication/Development person to join our
team. Don’t miss the upcoming events section-
we have some familiar names returning and
some exciting new presentations scheduled.
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Annual Appeal. We are happy to
share we met the $10,000 match! We truly appreciate the generosity of our
donors!

History Center News

A Healing Illinois grant was awarded to the History Center and Ellwood House
for their Arts in Action project. This funding includes a project coordinator (learn
more below), two visits from Dr. Ada Cheng (see details below), and another
exhibit in June. 
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Welcome Mady Tatum- Madison is our
new project coordinator for Arts in Action.
Mady is a senior at University of Illinois-
Chicago. She is currently studying History
and Museum & Exhibition studies. She
has lived in DeKalb County for over 12
years and is excited to work on a project
that uncovers the history of people like
her!
 

The History Center also received a grant
that will provide professional development
opportunities for our local history partners.
Ten organizations received membership
to the Illinois Association of Museums,
American Association of Museums and
will have access to many of the benefits
that come along with those
memberships. 

Jessi LaRue, our roving curator, will continue visiting history museums
throughout the county to explore how we can continue to expand our
partnerships.
 

Join our team!

The DeKalb County History Center is hiring! We are looking
for a part-time Communication & Development Manager.
Learn more by checking out this link:
https://tinyurl.com/dchcjob
 

250th Anniversary Updates  
Preparations are underway for Illinois to join in the nation's celebration of 250
years of independence in 2026, and the Illinois America 250 Commission is
encouraging people across the Prairie State to get involved in planning
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festivities and educational opportunities to mark the historic moment.
 
Celebrations marking the nation's independence are expected to take place
across the country in 2026, culminating on July 4 of that year.
 
 "The 250th anniversary is not just a celebration of our past. It's an opportunity
to examine how we ended up where we are today and an invitation to consider
the future we want to build," said Gabrielle Lyon, chair of the Illinois
America 250 Commission and executive director of Illinois Humanities. "It's
thrilling to see the range of plans taking shape. In every corner of the state,
people are excited to lift up undertold stories, build civic pride, and involve their
communities in shaping the next chapter of America's story."
 
As part of this anniversary, there is an event planned for
April 18-19, 2025, to celebrate Paul Revere’s warning to
colonists. Building on the “One if by Land and Two if by
Sea” story, businesses and homes are encouraged to
have a light on the evening of April 18, and then people
are invited to join a Day of Service on April 19. The
History Center is one place where your time and talents would be appreciated!
Watch for more details about this fun opportunity!
 
Learn more about Two Lights for Tomorrow

Another way we are preparing for the 250th is by working with local students on
a podcast in collaboration with WNIJ’s Report for America reporter, Jesse
Savage. Students will be interviewing each other about what they think is
important for people in the future to know about being a child in 2025. Then,
during the summer we will be working with the Hinckley Public Library to gather
input from fourth and fifth graders. Stay tuned for more information.
 

Newest “Food: Gathering Around the
Table” podcast is now available.  
In our third episode, the owners of Nina’s
Tacos in Sycamore share their food
journey story.
https://dekalbcountyhistory.podbean.com/
e/ninas-tacos/ 
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Note, this edition is in Spanish, but there is an English Translation in the show
notes.

Joiner History Room

Welcome Francisco Roa! Through a grant
from the DeKalb County Nonprofit
Partnership’s Future Leaders Initiative,
Frankie will be spending this semester
working in the collection. Here is a little
background about our newest intern.
 
Hello, my name is Francisco Roa II. Many
people call me Frank or Frankie, I am in
my third year of studies at Northern Illinois
for a Bachelor of Arts degree in History. I

am a first generational student and American, both of my parents originate from
the same small town called Penjamillo in the state of Michoacan, Mexico. I am
one of the youngest members of my family compared to the rest of my
relatives. Most of them decided not to attend university or pursue education so I
am one of maybe 5 cousins who decided to pursue a higher education. My dad
came to the United States in the 1980s and my mom decided to come after she
met my dad in the 1990s and I was later born in 2003.

I have lived my whole life in Chicago, I was born In Lincoln Park, and I grew up
in the Bridgeport neighborhood on the south side. For people who don’t know
where Bridgeport is, it is the neighborhood where the White Sox play. Later in
my life my parents moved right outside the city to the Town of Cicero, which
they currently reside. I graduated Highschool in May 2022. I was very involved
in High School as I saw myself participating in various of clubs and sports, I
was on the Tennis Team, Wrestling Team, and did baseball for a week before
the Corona Virus pandemic cancelled the semester. I was invited to join the
National Honors Society and was a member of the National Hispanic Institute
chapter at my school.

By the time I was approaching graduation, I needed to decide what I wanted to
do with my life. I never planned on pursuing higher education, I wanted to join
the military, but my parents and sister had different plans as they forced me to
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apply to school. I was pretty dumb, and I waited very late to apply to college.
Like I said, I did not want to attend a university, but Northern had been sending
me letters for months to apply to the school, and by the time I got around to it
the deadline had passed, and it passed a while ago, if I can remember, it closed
in December and I was trying to apply in late February. For whatever reason
Northern sent me another letter and they extended the application deadline for
a week, specifically for me. So, then I applied, and I got accepted and I decided
to go forward with it because of the tuition price and the grants they gave me. I
am so grateful I decided to attend school, as I fell in love with the work I do and
the essays ad research I have done, the history field is definitely where I want
to stay in for the rest of my life.

I decided to pursue a bachelor’s in history because for some reason history has
always meant a lot to me. I was always a curious kid, I always wanted to find
out the origin of everything and why everything exists the way it does. I found
myself, a lot of times finding those answers in history. The answer was always
in a book, in a essay, in a lecture, or in a plaque. Growing up, I slowly realized
how important history is and how more people should be aware of the past. I
feel like people should be aware of what events or policies led to the world we
know today and the world that will be tomorrow, because every policy, every
name of a building, every company, every job you have has a history of why it
needed to exist and why it still exists and if not, why it’s gone. “History repeats
itself” is the famous saying we all know so very well, and it doesn’t repeat itself,
but history does rhyme, and it rhymes into a poem more and more every day
and the answers we are desperately looking answers for, were answered by
civilizations of old.
 
I first found out about the DeKalb History Center during a project I was doing for
my history 395 class last semester. I had to find some records at a regional
Archival Center, at first I tried the Chicago History Museum as it was the one I
was most familiar with since I’ve gone to the museum multiple times and it was
right next to my previous work place, I couldn’t access there archive in time so I
decided to find another one and to my surprise I saw there was one in
Sycamore, Illinois, so I headed there. That’s when I met Rob Glover and he
showed me around and gave me a box of documents and I had the time of life,
I had never in my life had so many historical documents in front of me and I
was ecstatic about looking at them and writing about them. After I finished, I
said “Thank You” and Rob gave me his card. Later in the semester I decided I
wanted to focus more on my major and decided I would go in and ask if it was
possible to gain an internship with them and to my surprise, I got it, and I was
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beyond happy. I was given the opportunity to become a History Collections
Intern and I gladly accepted. I know this internship will help me pursue my
future goals and future career as I plan on pursuing a Masters and Doctorate in
history later in my life. I am eternally grateful to Rob and Michelle for giving me
the opportunity to be able to work hands-on at the History Center.

From the Archives

Chief Black Hawk's name is well known in northern Illinois.  But being familiar
with these images, you might be surprised at what he really looked like. 
 
Black Hawk (1767-1838) gained fame for leading a band of Sauk and Fox
warriors in the Blackhawk War between April and late-August 1832. As
hostilities boiled over, Chief Shabbona made a Paul-Revere-style ride through
the area in what is now far southwest DeKalb County and then Southwest into
Lee, Bureau, and LaSalle Counties. He warned settlers to seek safety from
Black Hawk's band. 
 
Black Hawk was born near what would become Rock Island. Six years after the
war, he died in Davis County, Iowa. 
 
Historic depictions of Black Hawk
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Modern depictions of Black Hawk

  

Events

Brown Bag Lunch
“Ask and Archivist” with Rob
Glover
Thursday, February 6 |
12pm

DeKalb County History Center

Hosted in collaboration with the Ellwood
House Museum, and sponsored by the
Mary E. Stevens Concert and Lecture
Fund. For details visit: Ask an Archivist

Dessert & Dialogue
Tuesday, March 11 | 6:30-8pm |
Free
DeKalb County History Center
Use this link to Register
For more information visit Dessert
and Dialogue
 

Storytelling Workshop with Dr. Ada Cheng
Thursday, March 13 | 6:30-8pm | Free
Jubilee Artisans, 128 E Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb
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Sponsored by Healing Illinois

Storytelling Showcase with Dr. Ada Cheng
Thursday, April 10 | 6:30-8pm | Free
Jubilee Artisans, 128 E Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb
Free, sponsored by Healing Illinois

Seasonal
Cooking with Jo
Cessena
Thursday, March
20 | 12pm 
DeKalb County
History Center

Sam Robbins
returns
Sunday, March

23 | 4-6pm
DeKalb County History Center
$30 – purchase tickets here https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/sam-robbins-
performance 

Events Around the County

Interested in genealogy?
Check out some of these online resources at the DeKalb Public Library
dkpl.org/genealogy-local-history
 

Winter Authors Talks & Performances
Don’t miss this interesting series presented by Illinois Libraries through the
Sycamore Library sycamorelibrary.org/events
 

Souper Sunday 
Check out the Glidden Homestead’s Souper Sunday schedule
at gliddenhomestead.org/calendar
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Lucy Pettengill, Station Operator on the Underground Railroad
 
Wed February 26 | 5:30-6:30pm
Malta Township Public Library
203 E. Adams St. Malta
 
Meet Lucy Pettengill, resident of Peoria, IL, in March 1857. At this event,
attendees will see Laura Keyes of Historic Voices play Lucy Pettengill, an
Ungergroud Railroad abolitionist who helped freedom seekers flee north. This
performance will include stories of Pettengill’s work and how she her activities
impacted the lives of others. 

facebook.com/events/1130254505414497
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