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October 2024

October is here! As we ease into fall, we are in full speed for programming. We are offering something for
everyone! Check out all of the interesting events, classes, exhibits. And don’t forget it is also time for the Historic
Homes Tour during Pumpkin Fest. We are very excited about this year’s theme “On the Move.”

Executive Director Michelle Donahoe attended the American Association for State
and Local History's annual conference in Mobile, Alabama. The theme of this
year's conference was "Doing History" in conjunction with preparing for America
250. Michelle was able to attend with Ellwood House's Audrey King. Stops
included the Alabama History Museum, Carnival Museum, and some wonder
plazas with beautiful fountains - so much wonderful history in Mobile!

EXHIBIT HALL r-

Donahoe also helped staff the Illinois 250 table with Gabe Lyons from lllinois
Humanities.

Both Donahoe and King came away with lots of good ideas that will be
implemented this coming year, plus there was also confirmation that work currently
being done by both organizations is meeting (or even exceeding) professional standards. A special thank you to
Healing lllinois and DeKalb County Nonprofit Partnership for grant money to support this professional
development.
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Nick Glover is the new marketing assistant for the History Center. Nick started
volunteering at the History Center over a decade ago as a junior docent when he
was in 5th grade. Since then, he has created videos, recorded audio, or
researched on projects such as the Out and About app, Arts in Action, and some
exhibits.

Before graduating from Northern lllinois University in May with a degree in English
and Art History, Nick spent time working at the Northern Star, NIU’s student news
organization, eventually becoming the Editor-in-Chief. Nick is also a freelance
critic with criticism published in Next Best Picture, The Third Coast Review, and

Movies We Texted About.

Nick said, “In my time at the DeKalb County History Center, I've fallen in love with showcasing history in unique
and interesting ways. | hope that | can help, in some small way, further the excellent work the history center is
doing and further develop the wonderful connection we have with the community.”

What you missed in September

On September 5, we hosted a standing room only Brown Bag Lunch Lecture “What to Hear Something Corny”
highlighting the story of DeKalb’s Del Monte plant. The lecture covered the plant’s history from 1925-1994 with
former Del Monte employees Harlan Hawkins and Sherril Pecor sharing stories about all the different jobs they
had and the life-long friendships they developed.

In addition to Del Monte, we hosted an unofficial “reunion” on September 26 where former Del Monte employees,
family, and friends were invited to share their stories — and their favorite Del Monte-inspired dishes.

On September 20, IDEAL Industries celebrated its 100th anniversary.
They had a ribbon cutting to celebrate the "Connector" pathway. They
even included some fun yard signs along with way with IDEAL history.
Congratulations to IDEAL!
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Indigenous Pathways to Food Sovereignty
with Jessica Pamonicutt, Ketapanen Kitchen

Tuesday, October 1 | 6:30pm
Sycamore Library, 103 E State St, Sycamore

Jessica Walks First (Pamonicutt) is a classically trained chef,
educator, and member of the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin,
bringing indigenous foods to the forefront of Chicago’s culinary
scene.

Join Chef Walks First at the Sycamore Public Library for a guided discussion on Indigenous foods and
stewardship of natural resources. Explore current and past Indigenous foodways, as well as the history and
stories of foods that are vital to the culture of the Great Lakes Region. She is also dedicated to working with
other Midwestern groups to address issues like food access, food sovereignty, food justice, and healthy eating.

Sponsored by the Mary E. Steven Concert and Lecture Fund. Hosted in partnership
with the Ellwood House Museum

= Brown Bag Lunch

Sneak Preview: Pumpkin Fest Tour of Historic Homes
Thursday, October 3 | 12pm

DeKalb County History Center

Be the first to hear about the theme for the 2024 Pumpkin Fest Historic Home Tours. Each of the
homes will be revealed along with a brief story about each location. There will also be information about
volunteering for this event, including how to receive a free $20 ticket to the House Walk on October 26. This
program is generously sponsored by the Mary E. Stevens Concert & Lecture Fund.

Eat Your Words: Food and Poetry

Enjoy an evening of poetry that has a unique connection to food.
Thursday, October 3 | 6:30pm

DeKalb County History Center

“Food and Poetry” connects two popular topics during this entertaining evening. Building upon themes introduced
in the History Center’s exhibit “Food: Gathering Around the Table,” four poets will share their work as it connects
to working in food-related factories and food traditions.

The evening will include light refreshments for visitors to enjoy while listening and discussing the work from area
poets including John Bradley, Joe Gastiger, Susan Azar Porterfield, and Marilyn Cleland. Signed copies of their

books will be available.

Click HERE to register now.
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Sunday, October 6 | 1:30pm
Elmwood Cemetery
901 South Cross & Charles Streets, Sycamore

$5 per person

Explore stories connected to ordinary people buried in this local cemetery.

This year, several members of the same family will be highlighted: The Hood family - Captain John Hood Luther,
Captain James Madison Hood (Lincoln’s Consul to the Court of Siam), and Sarah Augusta Botsfield Brown; The
Petrie family — Leonard Petrie, Martha Wilson Petrie, John Robert Petrie, Grover Petrie, and Clarence Petrie;
The Byrd family — Eatterson Byrd, Sr, Corp. Eatterson Byrd, Jr, and Edna Julia Davis; the Wood family —
Zachariah Wood and Henry Wood, and Donald “Sleepy” Holmes.

This event is hosted in partnership with the Sons of Union Veterans.

Evening of Encores
Wednesday, October 16 | 7-8:30pm
DeKalb County History Center

Registration required
Donations accepted

Join Kara Eubanks, a classically trained violinist from Sycamore who now
lives in Oregon as she returns home for a community gathering featuring
an evening of crowd-pleasers and popular favorites from the classical and romantic period.

Click HERE to register now

House Walk Volunteer Training
Saturday, October 19 | 10am
DeKalb County History Center

Learn more about how you can earn a free ticket to the House Walk. There are some changes to the House Walk
this year, so we are asking all volunteers to attend.

Garden Storytime
Friday, October 25 | 11am
DeKalb County History Center

Join us to explore the fall garden — pumpkins, gourds and so much more!
The Sycamore Library travels to the History Center for this last outdoor
program in the History Center’s gardens. Enjoy songs, stories, dancing, and
crafts. Geared for children 3-6, siblings are welcome.

Annual Pumpkin Fest Historic Homes Tour
Saturday, October 26 | 10am-4pm
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October 3).

Dessert and Dialogue
Wednesday, October 30 | 6:30-8pm
DeKalb County History Center

Join us for an evening of community-building, storytelling, and racial healing. Be part of the conversation where
we can listen to and share personal stories of past injustice in our community with the vision of bringing people
together for a better tomorrow. This event is hosted by the DeKalb County History Center and Ellwood House
Museum.

“‘FOQOD: Gathering Around the Table!”

Now Open! Stop by the History Center and companion displays
around the county.

“FOOD: Gathering Around the Table” is created by DeKalb County
History Center in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution’s
Museum on Main Street program. The exhibit is generously
sponsored by Meta, and other generous funders including Old in collaboration with the Smithsonian
National Bank, The Suter Company, Daily Chronicle, OC Creative and Banner Up Signs.

Arts in Action exhibit

Ellwood House Museum Visitor Center
Hours: Wednesday-Sunday, 12:30-4:30 pm

Arts in Action is an initial step in the History Center and Ellwood House’s
commitment to shifting the local narrative from a predominantly white experience
to a more inclusive and accurate account. Through a generous Healing lllinois
grant in 2024, we are proud to work with the Ellwood House to host a second Arts
in Action exhibit featuring Latino artists and their perspectives of life in northern

Illinois.

The exhibit will be on display from June 29 - December 31, 2024.

Out & About DeKalb County - Updates

We are thrilled to announce that the Out and About DeKalb County App has been updated with new features. For
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DeKalb County Community Foundation. The app offers three tours covering the M
Northern, Central, and Southern regions of the county, each featuring a wealth of . @

historical information and points of interest. %au/t

We hope that these updates and events will enhance your experience in DeKalb D EKALB (0 U N'I'Y I L
County and provide you with a deeper appreciation for the history and culture of ¥

our community.

LEARN MORE: outandabout.stgry.app

While the Joiner History Room is an archives. There are times when we pull out artifact for researcher and it can
be a very useful resource! One recent example is the plat of the DeKalb County Cemetery. The map of burials
was created in September 2011 by Mary G. Simons and the DeKalb Public Building Commision.

Originally part of the DeKalb County Poor Farm, the DeKalb County Cemetery was established in 1861. The
cemetery is located on Sycamore Road to the south of Michaels.

Mary Simons' research, using every source available throughout DeKalb County, determined that 236 graves are
located there, 26 of which were unmarked and unknown. Although the cemetery dates to 1861, the oldest known
burial is 1875, due to time and recordkeeping. The most recent sites listed date to 2011.
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