
March 2024

Think spring…think history! We have a great line-up of fun and thought-
provoking programs. Hope to see you soon!

Healing Illinois
The DeKalb County History Center is excited to
announce they received a $30,000 grant from
Healing Illinois. The Illinois Department of Human
Services (IDHS) relaunched Healing Illinois, a
racial healing initiative created in 2020 to address
racial disparities that impact people living throughout Illinois communities.
Managed in partnership with the Field Foundation of Illinois, Healing Illinois
distributed $4.5 million in grants to organizations across the state that facilitate
racial healing activities, lead equity work and engage in meaningful dialogue.

The renewed Healing Illinois initiative will support communities across Illinois
that continue to grapple with complex and long-standing issues–from
institutional racism to freedom of speech and expression.

As part of this grant, the History Center is proud to have Dr. Ada Cheng return
to DeKalb. See details below about her storytelling workshop and showcase.
The grant will also fund up to ten oral histories that will be recorded,
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transcribed, and then incorporated into the website createchange.today. The
project will end with another “Arts in Action” exhibit that will open on June 29 at
the Ellwood House Museum. Watch for more details. 

Programming 

March Brown Bag Lunch Series
“Cooking Up Memories: Creating Your Family Cookbook”

Thursday, March 7 | 12 p.m. 
Ellwood House Museum

Creating a heritage family cookbook is the theme of March’s “Brown Bag Lunch
Series” program on March 7.

In this presentation, genealogist and librarian EvaAnne Johnson will share how
she compiled her local family's cherished recipes into a family cookbook, and
share tips for how you can do the same. Learn about preserving family recipes,
collaborating with relatives, discovering your culinary heritage, and the process
of turning those recipes into a personalized family cookbook, ensuring that your
treasured culinary memories endure for generations to come. 

This program is part of “Brown Bag Lunch Series,” a free lecture series offered
in collaboration by the Ellwood House Museum and DeKalb County History
Center, and will begin at 12 p.m. on Thursday, March 7 at the Ellwood House
Visitors Center, 420 Linden Place, DeKalb.

Brown Bag Lunch series is funded in part by the Mary E. Stevens Concert and
Lecture Fund. Parking is available onsite at the Ellwood House Museum. Learn
more by visiting www.dekalbcountyhistory.org or by calling 815-895-5762.
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Arts in Action
“Changing the Conversation: A Staged
Reading and Discussion on Navigating
Difficult Conversations”
March 21 | 6:30 p.m.
DeKalb Public Library

Are we hopelessly destined for a future of political
combat in which Americans are unable to even
hear the other side? What if bringing us a little closer was as simple as
changing the language we use? Ted Williams III, returns to lead another “Arts in
Action” community discussion at 6:30 p.m. on March 21 at the DeKalb Public
Library, 309 Oak Street, DeKalb. He argues that simple changes in the way we
speak can have a significant impact. Ultimately, by making simple changes we
may realize the commonality of our aspirations and that a commitment to
respectful pluralism provides us all with a space to co-exist.

This event is part of Arts in Action programming, hosted by the DeKalb County
History Center and Ellwood House Museum, and sponsored by the DeKalb
County Community Mental Health Board.

 
April Brown Bag Lunch Series
Preview: "FOOD: Gathering Around the
Table"

Thursday, April 4 | 12 p.m.
DeKalb County History Center

Join DeKalb County History Center's Executive Director, Michelle Donahoe, as
she provides a sneak peek of the upcoming exhibit "Food: Gathering Around
the Table" hosted in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution. She will
discuss some of the national themes and provide some local examples that will
be highlighted in the exhibit. Additionally, she will include themes that will be
incorporated into the satellite exhibits. Another highlight will be a preview of the
wide-variety of programs that will be scheduled over the next year. 

This program is part of “Brown Bag Lunch Series,” a free lecture series offered
in collaboration by the Ellwood House Museum and DeKalb County History
Center, and will begin at 12 p.m. on Thursday, April 4 at the DeKalb County
History Center, 1730 N. Main St., Sycamore.
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Arts in Action
“Dare to Connect!: Community Storytelling Workshop with Dr. Ada
Cheng”

April 4 | 6:30 pm 
Ellcourt, Ellwood House Museum

Do you want to tell stories to connect with people
emotionally and to create intimate communities
with others? Do you want to speak your truths out
loud unapologetically and with a firm commitment
to your lived experiences? There are two parts to
this workshop. During the first half of the session, Dr. Cheng will host a
workshop discussing the central tenets of the art form and some tips on crafting
stories and performing. The second half of the workshop will be a practice
session where participants will be able to apply their learning and practice
sharing with the group in a safe space. 

Note: Participants from this workshop will also have the opportunity to
participate in a showcase open to the general public in late April. Dr. Cheng will
work with participants to craft their stories and prepare them for the showcase. 

An educator-turned artist, storyteller, and creator, Dr. Ada Cheng has utilized
storytelling to illustrate structural inequities, raise critical awareness, and build
intimate communities. Committed to amplifying and uplifting marginalized
voices, she has created numerous storytelling platforms for BIPOC and
LGBTQIA community members to tell difficult and vulnerable stories. Dr. Cheng
has been a speaker for Illinois Humanities Road Scholars Speakers Bureau
since 2019. She is 2023-24 Lund-Gill Endowed Chair at Dominican University.
Her interests encompass academia, storytelling/performance, and advocacy.
For more information visit her website here:
http://www.renegadeadacheng.com.

This program is made possible due to a generous Healing Illinois grant. 

Arts in Action
“Our Words, Our Truths: Community Stories Among Us”
April 25 | 6:30 p.m.
Ellcourt, Ellwood House Museum

Since 2017, Dr. Ada Cheng has worked to create platforms for people to tell
difficult and vulnerable stories. A former DePaul University professor, Cheng
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utilizes storytelling to illustrate structural inequities, raise critical awareness,
and build intimate communities. Over the last month Dr. Cheng has worked with
DeKalb community members to explore and develop their own stories.

On April 25 from 6:30 - 8:00 PM, these speakers will share their stories in a free
showcase event. The program will be hosted in Ellcourt, one of the Ellwood
House Museum’s two historic homes. Parking is available on-site at 420 Linden
Place in DeKalb. 

This event is made possible by a generous Healing Illinois grant.

Cornsilk

The spring edition of Cornsilk arrives soon. Check out digital versions with your
member login here: https://www.dekalbcountyhistory.org/members-only-2-2/

Give DeKalb County

Save the Date: May 2! More details
coming soon.

DeKalb County Spotlight

Stone Mill Museum in Sandwich

The Stone Mill Museum in Sandwich opens for the season on Sunday, April 7.
They will be open every Sunday, 1-4 pm, through September. 

From their archives, the first page of their guestbook, from their open house
when the museum first opened its doors on January 5, 1969. See any names
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you know? The museum welcomed almost 2,000
visitors that year.

For more information about the museum, located at
315 E. Railroad Street in Sandwich, contact 815-
786-2513.

Food Exhibit

Start watching for more information about our Food
exhibit! We are finalizing the Brown Bag Lunch
series that will feature food related topics all year
long! We are also coordinating with our history
partners to share food stories throughout the
county - both exhibits and programming. 

Finally, we are sorting through our collection to find
those perfect objects to showcase some of the
amazing stories in the exhibit. Here is a little preview on one object  - this is a
cast iron stove from a Sycamore home used during the late 1800s. We even
have a cookbook that includes directions on how to cook with this stove - no
specific temperature or time, just “in a hot oven until finished.” 

Joiner History Room

“Vote on Organizing the Village of Waterman”

Surveyors filed a plat of the town of Waterman April 4, 1872, somewhat late in
the development of DeKalb County, but within the same timeframe as the other
towns in the southwest of the county.

In the first half of 1872, Illinois passed a law called “An Act to provide for the
Incorporation of cities and villages.” The extensive 290-paragraph law set out
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the process and political structure for any
existing city or village to become
incorporated.

Under this law, thirty legally voting residents
in Waterman filed a petition on February 27,
1877, and an election notice was issued the
same day. The notice stated that the
scheduled election would determine the
question of incorporating the Waterman as
a village and was set for Saturday March
17, 1877, at the Masonic Hall.

Polls opened at 8 a.m. and 66 of
Waterman’s voting men (of the town's 312
inhabitants) cast their ballot before polls
closed at 7 p.m. The result was 51 votes for
and 15 votes against “village organization
under the General Law.” 

The March 24, 1877, Sycamore True Republican reported that “the movement
for incorporation is said to have been started by those who favor the licensing
the sale of liquor.” The True Republican went on to say, “The neighboring
village of Hinckley has twice voted down the project of incorporation because
they could succeed better in keeping liquor out without incorporation than with
it.”

Voters met again for an election on April 17 to elect six trustees, a village clerk,
and a police magistrate, this time with 70 men voting.

Events Around the County

Soup-er Sundays at Glidden Homestead

“The Role of Railroads in World War II”
Presented by Bill Cummings

Sunday, March 17 | 12 pm
Glidden Homestead

$5 per person, free for Homestead members. Soup, house tours, blacksmithing
demonstrations included with program. Visit gliddenhomestead.org/events.html
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for more information.
 

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo fundraiser
Sunday, February 11 | 2pm
Kirkland Historical Society
309 South Fifth Street, Kirkland

The Shabbona-Lee-Rollo museum is hosting a 50/50
raffle. Contact 815-824-5279 or slrmuseum@gmail.com
for more information.

 

NIU Libraries hosts Alebrijes exhibit through November
Founders Memorial Library opened a new exhibit
displaying large Mexican sculpture pieces known
as alebrijes. The exhibit, which will remain open
until November 15, presents a collection of 23
pieces created by six artists from Mexico City. The
DuPage Mexican Cultural Center in West Chicago
selected the pieces and provided them to the
library. Several of the pieces are quite large, over twelve feet in height. Others
are smaller.
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