
January 2023

Happy New Year! We are looking forward to another exciting year at the DeKalb
County History Center!

 

When you think about history and legacy, what comes to mind?

Incredible people trusted the History Center to care for their histories and legacies,
which in turn keeps us a vibrant organization. This year 7,000+ records were added to
our collection database, for a total of 31,000 entries documenting DeKalb County
history.

Please help us reach our goal of $10,000 by participating in our Annual Appeal with a
one-time or monthly recurring gift. Your gift directly supports these achievements. We
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are excited to announce we have a $10,000 match that will go towards all gifts received
by January 15. Visit www.dekalbcountyhistory.org to give today. Thank you! 

Programming 

Brown Bag Lunch/Local Lore
Thursday, February 1 | 12pm

Location and topic to be determined. In partnership with the Ellwood House Museum.

Arts in Action Musical Performance by Sam Robbins
Thursday, February 15 | 7 p.m. 
DeKalb County History Center

If you love James Taylor and Jackson Browne, you’ll love Sam Robbins. You can feel
why this Nashville based musician is often described as an “old soul singer songwriter”
whose music evokes classic 70’s singer songwriters, Sam adds a modern, upbeat edge
to the storyteller troubadour persona. He won at the Kerrville Folk Festival, one of the
largest and most prestigious songwriting competitions in the country. Hailed by Fateau
Magazine in the UK as “One of the most promising new songwriters of his generation”.
Jim Kanas, who The Chicago Tribune calls ” …a master…” and who effortlessly
channels Doc Watson and Joe Pass is Sam Robbins, special guest for the evening.

As part of the Arts in Action project, Sam Robbins will be performing music that aligns
with the project’s main themes  – Fear, Exclusion, Hope and Community.  More details
to come.

Limited tickets available, $25 each. Grab your tickets here: https://www.zeffy.com/en-
US/ticketing/11fd94cb-72fe-4a78-b13f-233f939f8255 
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Arts in Action Programming
Film Screening: Alice's Ordinary People

Saturday, February 10 | 1pm
DeKalb County Community Foundation, 475 DeKalb Avenue, Sycamore

Panel discussion with the movie's director and local residents who participated in the
Civil Rights Movement. In partnership with the Sycamore Public Library and funded by
the DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board.

Food Exhibit

This time of year is full of food related traditions and memories! We would love to hear
those stories about the holiday Plum Pudding that everyone loved, and even that fruit
cake that appeared every year that no one ate. Please share photos and stories with us
at info@dekalbcountyhistory.org.
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Joiner History Room
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While reviewing the collection for the Arts in Action project, researcher Nick Glover
discovered some interesting information about the Dixie Inn. 

He found documents in the archives relating to the restaurant's first proprietor Eugene
Sims and his grocery store, an early form of the restaurant. One of these documents is
a handwritten inventory of the contents of the store, as well as a list of the family's
personal property. The file also contains a typescript of the inventory, but aside from the
apparent legal nature of the papers, their purpose isn't completely clear.  

Having a full inventory of any business in any time period is a unique and valuable
resource for researchers. But having a full inventory of a Black-owned business in 1916
is extremely rare and virtually unprecedented. This is certainly one of the few surviving
complete inventories of businesses of this type from this time.

Eugene Spencer “Dixie” Sims was a nationally known Black boxer who fought during
the years 1900 to 1911. He was called the “middle-weight champion of the south.” He
once fought a match for the welterweight championship of the world, but narrowly lost.

“Dixie” Sims was born April 14, 1882 in Humboldt, Tennessee. He came to Chicago
when he was 17 years old and, in August 1899, came to Sycamore. He married Arder
Motley on August 21, 1904. After his boxing career, he built the restaurant and store in
1915 at 512 North California that became “The Dixie Inn.” Dixie died November 13,
1959.  

The son of Dixie and Arder, Allen Sims, was the first Black male to graduate from
Sycamore High School, with the Class of 1924. While he was teaching in Clarksville,
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Tennessee, Allen (1905-1952) married Fannie Springs Sims (1910-1978). Later, they
returned to Sycamore to run the business and renamed it Fannie's Dixie Inn. When
Fannie died, her obituary said that she had owned and operated the business for 33
years. 

Thank You!
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In December we had a great time celebrating some of our History Center volunteers.
Your hard work, dedication, and support are greatly appreciated! Thank you for all that
you do!

New Resources
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In December, Michelle Donahoe attended the National Council for Social Studies
Teachers Conference in Nashville. Sessions included lots of great ideas for Arts in
Action and the upcoming "Food" exhibit. She is looking forward to sharing these
resources with DeKalb County teachers. 

In the Archives
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Happy 75 years to WLBK Radio! We pulled some WLBK memories from the archives,
including a typewriter and headphones that were used in the newsroom.

Star of Social Media
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Top Performing Social Media Post of 2023…goes to Old Charley!

National Day of the Horse & history finds remarkable Old Charley, the heroic war horse
serving the 8th IL Cavalry under three riders & was 1 of only 12 of the original 1,200
horses of the 8th to survive the war. Charley was injured twice and left for dead once,
but found his rider and continued service.

After the war, Silas “Deck” Wesson, his final rider, purchased Old Charley from the
government and brought him back to DeKalb County to live out his life on the Wesson
farm.

The DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical Society placed the Old Charley historical
marker on the Kent Wesson family barn in 2012 in conjunction with the 150th
anniversary of the Civil War.

Learn more about Wesson and Charley in the latest edition of Cornsilk! Members
receive the digital version, or pick up a copy in the gift shop.

DeKalb County Spotlight
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The Pick Museum of Anthropology at NIU
We recently visited The Pick Museum of Anthropology at NIU to check out their "Good
Food" exhibit, which includes a cultivator on loan from the History Center. Good Food
was developed and curated by NIU students in consultation with faculty, community
organizations and local producers. Topics include reducing food insecurity, improving
access in rural food deserts, caring for soil health, sharing gardening resources and
knowledge, cultivating sustainable methods for production agriculture, advocating for
fair labor, managing water quality, rethinking nutrition education, revitalizing Indigenous
foodways and connecting with others through food. A great exhibit!
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and closed during
university breaks. Free admission. Visit https://www.niu.edu/clas/pick-
museum/index.shtml to learn more.

Events Around the County

Ancestry Help at Sycamore Public Library
Held the first Sundays of the month from 2-4 p.m. Staff will show you how to research
your family history and genealogy using the library’s Ancestry database.
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Glidden’s Soup-er Sundays
Soup-er Sunday programming returns this winter to the Glidden Homestead (921 W.
Lincoln Highway, DeKalb) on the first and third Sundays during January, February and
March. Complimentary soup and programs including carnival glass history, the use of
railroads during World War II, American farm horses,  John Bet-a-Million Gates, Jacob
Haish buildings, and more. $5 admission, free for Homestead members. Visit
https://www.gliddenhomestead.org/events.html for more information.
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