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Thank you! We wanted to start off this newsletter by thanking everyone for
their support during our Annual Appeal. Your response was amazing. We raised
45% more than last year. We also saw an increase in donors, which is not the
trend most nonprofits are seeing these days (recent data shows fewer people

are giving more to organizations).

Below you will find information
about our newest board member - 
welcome to Carolyn Swafford!,
upcoming events, a fun story from
the Joiner History Room Archives,
and activities throughout the
county.
 
We know it is sometimes hard to
get out and about during these
winter months. If you have cabin
fever, check out the wealth of
information we have on our
website. You can see old exhibits (dekalbcountyhistory.org/exhibits), check out
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our online collection (dekalbcountyhistory.pastperfectonline.com), and review
numerous resources (dekalbcountyhistory.org/online-resources).

Welcome, Carolyn!

Please help us welcome Carolyn
Swafford, DeKalb County History Center’s
newest board member!

Carolyn has been a resident of DeKalb
since 1990. Originally from Oklahoma,
she moved to Illinois in 1987 with her
parents and spent her last two years of
college at Northern Illinois University,
graduating with a Bachelor of Science in
Human Resource Management. Carolyn
began her career in the trust department at Harris Bank St. Charles in 1994.
She spent 15 years working in the Sycamore area for American National Bank
of DeKalb County and then The National Bank & Trust Co. She has spent the
last 6 3/4 years as a Vice President and Trust Officer at Old Second National
Bank in Aurora. She is a Certified Trust and Financial Advisor (CTFA). Carolyn
was a board member and Secretary for the Ellwood House Association for
approximately 14 years. She is also a past member, Board President, and
Treasurer of the DeKalb Rotary Club. Carolyn has a 23 year old son, Cole, who
will graduate from Rock Valley College in December as an airplane mechanic.
She also has a 19 year old daughter, Elaina, who is majoring in history at
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh. In her spare time, Carolyn enjoys reading
and knitting whenever she can!

Programming 

February Brown Bag Lunch Series
“Arts in Action Initiatives”

Thursday, February 1 | 12pm | FREE
DeKalb County History Center
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Studying history means thinking critically about the world and our place in it. It
involves evaluating many perspectives and figuring out how past events affect
our lives today. Learn more about efforts to expand the local history narrative
from a predominantly white experience to a more inclusive and accurate
account at an upcoming program at the DeKalb County History Center.
 
This program is part of “Brown Bag Lunch Series,” a free lecture series offered
in collaboration by the Ellwood House Museum and DeKalb County History
Center, and will begin at 12 p.m. on Thursday, February 1 at the DeKalb County
History Center, 1730 N. Main St., Sycamore.
 
Arts in Action began in June 2020 with discussions between two local history
organizations – the Ellwood House Museum and the DeKalb County History
Center. After listening to conversations about racism in DeKalb County, staff
dug into their archives with unsettling results. An online exhibit was launched on
March 31, 2022, as part of a Healing Illinois grant. It was clear that more work
needed to be done and more stories needed to be shared. Additional funding
from Illinois Humanities, DeKalb County Community Foundation, DeKalb
County Mental Health Board, and the Juday Family was secured, and the
project was expanded. The goal is to unearth and share some of the lesser-
known stories of DeKalb County and its diverse history.
 
This presentation will share updates on the project’s latest accomplishments,
including oral history clips that have recently been uploaded at
createchange.today, and the accompanying project app. The program will also
share details of upcoming initiatives and programs, including a panel discussion
with locals who participated in the Civil Rights Movement, a Sam Robbins
concert, and more. Anyone interested in learning more about Arts in Action and
how to get involved with this project are encouraged to attend this program.
 
Brown Bag Lunch/Local Lore is funded in part by the Mary E. Stevens Concert
and Lecture Fund. Parking is available onsite at the DeKalb County History
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Center. Learn more by visiting dekalbcountyhistory.org or by calling 815-895-
5762.
 

History Harvest at Sycamore Public Library

Wednesday, February 7 | 3:30-6pm
Sycamore Public Library

Join us at the Sycamore Library for
“History Harvest: Show and Tell Your
Food Memories.”
On February 7, drop in any time between
3:30-6:00 p.m. to share your food stories,
photos, and memories. Help us collect
local tales for our upcoming FOOD exhibit
in collaboration with the Smithsonian
Institute. Share family recipes and the stories that make food special. No
registration required. Let’s celebrate the flavors of our community! Sponsored in
part by Meta. Cookbook Club meeting follows this program at the library.
 

 
Arts in Action - Celebrate Black History Month

Saturday, February 10 | 1-2:30pm
DeKalb County Community Foundation

The movie “Alice’s Ordinary People'' will
be shown at 1 p.m. - 2:30 on Saturday,
Feb. 10 at the DeKalb County Community
Foundation, 475 DeKalb Avenue in
Sycamore. The movie will be followed by
a panel discussion with the director and
local residents who participated in the
Civil Rights movement. In partnership with
the Sycamore Public Library and funded by the DeKalb County Community
Mental Health Board. Popcorn will be provided.
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Arts in Action Musical Performance by Sam Robbins

Thursday, February 15 | 7 pm 
$15 per ticket
DeKalb County History Center

If you love James Taylor and Jackson
Browne, you’ll love Sam Robbins. You
can feel why this Nashville based
musician is often described as an “old
soul singer songwriter” whose music
evokes classic 70’s singer songwriters,
Sam adds a modern, upbeat edge to the
storyteller troubadour persona. He won at the Kerrville Folk Festival, one of the
largest and most prestigious songwriting competitions in the country. Hailed by
Fateau Magazine in the UK as “One of the most promising new songwriters of
his generation.” Jim Kanas, who The Chicago Tribune calls ” …a master…” and
who effortlessly channels Doc Watson and Joe Pass is Sam Robbins, special
guest for the evening.

As part of the Arts in Action project, Sam Robbins will be performing music that
aligns with the project’s main themes  – Fear, Exclusion, Hope and
Community. 

Limited tickets available, $25 each. Grab your tickets here: zeffy.com/en-
US/ticketing/11fd94cb-72fe-4a78-b13f-233f939f8255

Meet the Artist - Sam Robbins and His Musical Journey

Friday, February 16 | 10am
DeKalb Public Library

Meet Sam Robbins and learn more about his musical journey during this
program geared towards young adults (middle school - high school). On this
day off, stop by for this free program.
 

March Brown Bag Lunch Series
“Cooking Up Memories: Creating Your Family Cookbook”
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Thursdays, March 7 | 12pm | FREE
Ellwood House Museum

In this presentation, genealogist and
librarian EvaAnne Johnson will share how
she compiled her local family's cherished
recipes into a family cookbook, and share
tips for how you can do the same. Learn
about preserving family recipes,
collaborating with relatives, discovering
your culinary heritage, and the process of
turning those recipes into a personalized family cookbook, ensuring that your
treasured culinary memories endure for generations to come.
 
This program is part of “Brown Bag Lunch Series,” a free lecture series offered
in collaboration by the Ellwood House Museum and DeKalb County History
Center, and will begin at 12 p.m. on Thursday, March 7 at the Ellwood House
Visitor Center, 420 Linden Place, DeKalb.
 
Brown Bag Lunch series is funded in part by the Mary E. Stevens Concert and
Lecture Fund. Parking is available onsite at the Ellwood House Museum. Learn
more by visiting dekalbcountyhistory.org or by calling 815-895-5762.
 

Healing Illinois

The DeKalb County History Center and Ellwood House
Museum were recently awarded a grant from the
Healing Illinois program. During the next six months,
there will be a series of programs, an exhibit, and additional research
connected to DeKalb County’s Latino history. Additional details will be coming
soon.

DeKalb County Spotlight
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DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association

Looking for more historical information to scour on a
wintry day? DAAHA’s website at daaha.org features
virtual exhibits on “100 Years of Agricultural
Innovation,” “DeKalb Greenbug Story,” “Climate: A
Driving Force for Ag Innovation,” and a “Charlie Gunn tribute.” You can also
download their PDF version of “Historical Markers of DeKalb County” for a tour
of your own.

Food Exhibit

Research on the Food exhibit
continues. We are going to be on
the road soon with our “History
Harvest” program funded by Meta.
We will be at libraries throughout
the county collecting recipes,
stories, photos, connected to food.
We will also have a board where
people can write the food they
associate with their community.
The board was first used at the
Sycamore Park District’s Winter
Festival. If we get enough
responses, we hope to add a fun
graphic to share in the exhibit.
 
Don’t wait for us to visit your town! If you have a food you think of when
someone says your town’s name, let us know. Just email
info@dekalbcountyhistory.org
 
Our first visit is at the Sycamore Library on February 7 from 3:30 - 6:00. Stop
on by to share a story and/or to let us know what food you think of when
someone says “Sycamore!” sycamorelibrary.org/events

Joiner History Room
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This past fall, Sycamore Spartans Jon
Walter and Lauren Holtz asked us to
search the History Center's Archives to
find out when Sycamore High School first
adopted the mascot of the Spartans and
why that mascot was chosen and who
chose it.
Sycamore sports date to at least 1906,
where both boys’ and girls’ basketball
appear in the first yearbook. 
 
But the first "Sycamore Spartans" are not seen until the 1937-38 Leaves
yearbook. In the midst of the Great Depression, the yearbook was made up of
two parts, the Fall Edition and the Spring Edition. It is interesting to see the use
of “Spartan” accelerate over that year. The first mention of Spartans is on page
14 (of 24) in the Fall Edition of the football section covering the November 6,
1937, game against Batavia: “The newly named Sycohi Spartans went to
Batavia and came out on the short end of the 13-7 score.”
 
The November 27, 1937, Sycamore True Republican newspaper even reported

on the new mascot:  The “newly christened Spartans” won a November 24th

basketball game against Elburn played in the home gym.
 
For more than 30 years the teams were known only as “Sycohi.” But in the
months leading up to the start of the 1937-8 school year, the former coach, J.
B. Shrout was named principal. Leland Strombom, a gifted Sycamore athlete in
years past (and likely the force behind the adoption of Spartans), became the
new football and basketball coach. 

In the face of this change—and maybe even due to sentiment during the Great
Depression—there seems to be a push to build school spirit.  In December
1937, “Major Letterman” formed the Spartan Club. To join, “All men in the club
must have a major letter in any one of the sports offered by the high school.”
Under Strombom’s supervision, the Spartan Club emerged for the purpose of
promoting the spirit of real sportsmanship in the athletic program; creating a
wholesome relationship with all opponents; developing a spirit of lasting loyalty
to the high athletic ideals to which our school is dedicated; and to participating
effectively in school activities.
 
One other thing to note is that the 1937-1938 season was Pete Johnson’s
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sophomore year at Sycamore High School. Pete, Class of 1940, participated in
football and basketball all four years. He “possessed plenty of spirit and drive”
and was considered “a mighty man and a good shot.” A member of the Spartan
Club in his Junior and Senior years, he was one of the officers (Treasurer) of
the club his Senior year.

Events Around the County

Soup-er Sundays at Glidden Homestead

“History of Morgan and Percheron Horses”
Presented by Judie Wright

Sunday, February 4 | 12 pm
Glidden Homestead

“Jacob Haish in downtown DeKalb”
Presented by Steve Bigolin

Sunday, February 18 | 12pm
Glidden Homestead

$5 per person, free for Homestead members. Soup and house tours included
with program. Visit gliddenhomestead.org/events.html for more information.
 

Carolyn Law Antiques at Kirkland Historical Society
Sunday, February 11 | 2pm
Kirkland Historical Society
309 South Fifth Street, Kirkland

Carolyn Law is a personal property appraiser, independent scholar and
researcher, published author, subject matter expert and collector. Join us as
Carolyn talks about 8-10 items in the Kirkland Historical Society’s collection.
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NIU Black Heritage Month Workshop & Performance
Featuring the Indiana University African American Dance Company

Workshop
Friday, February 8 | 4pm | FREE
Northern IL University, Gabel Hall, Rm 113
Lecture, Demonstration, and Bantaba

Performance
Saturday, February 10 | 2pm | FREE
Northern IL University, O'Connell Theatre
Indiana University African American Dance Company
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