
December 3, 2024

Dear [Recipient Name],

Local history does not only have to be about names and dates. At the DeKalb County History Center we believe history is
about connections and voices, the stories shape who we are and the communities that bind us together.

At the DeKalb County History Center, our goal is to share the perspectives and experiences of those who have
shaped—and continue to shape—our county. This work often involves archiving letters, photographs, and legal records,
but it also extends to exploring history through poetry, music, storytelling, and conversations. In other words, history is
about linking DeKalb County’s past to our present and future in ways that inspire and engage.  Last year your gift of $
ensured we were able to help sustain these initiatives. 

This year, we hosted 119 events that brought our community together, each reflecting our mission of “Inspiring
curiosity in DeKalb County’s history.” Those that attended visited from 113 different zip codes among 21 states and
provided opportunities to spark conversation and foster engagement.

Our new exhibit, “FOOD: Gathering Around the Table,” in collaboration with the Smithsonian, highlights the power of
food as a connector. One of only five organizations in the country to host this exhibit, we’ve been able to explore how
food serves as a bridge to understanding DeKalb County’s history within a national context.
Beyond events and exhibits, we also serve as a hub for over 200 researchers in the Joiner History Room. Whether
uncovering genealogical clues, tracing property histories, or locating old business records, our dedicated staff and
volunteers provide valuable assistance to anyone with a connection to DeKalb County.

As we look to the future, your support is key in ensuring that these efforts continue to grow. History helps us understand
where we have been, but it also shapes where we’re going. By hearing and sharing all these voices, we strengthen our
community and build the bonds we need to thrive.

Please consider participating in our Annual Appeal by making a one-time or recurring gift. We are excited to share that we
have a $10,000 match for this Annual Appeal! Simply complete the donation form below and mail back by January 15,
2025. You can also make an online donation at
https://www.zeffy.com/donation-form/voicing-connections-2024-annual-appeal or use QR Code on the form below.
Thank you for helping us preserve and share the stories of DeKalb County. Your support means so much to us.

Sincerely,

Michelle Donahoe
County Historian
Executive Director

P.S. Check out the infographic on the back page for some more inspiring information about the History Center’s activities
in 2024!

Scan to
Donate Online

2024 Annual Appeal

Name:_____________________________________
Address:_________________________________ City:____________________ State:______ Zip:_______

Email: _______________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Single Payment: ___$50 ___$100 ___$250 ___$500 ___Other: $_______

Checks payable to DeKalb County History Center

Return by January 15, 2025, to DeKalb County History Center, 1730 N. Main St., Sycamore, IL 60178

https://www.zeffy.com/donation-form/voicing-connections-2024-annual-appeal

