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List of Nominated Objects.  See Below for images and full descriptions. 

A – Sycamore Armory E – Big Bluestem Grass I – Farm Bureau Mural M – Sandwich 

Fairgrounds 

B – North Grove School F – HoKa Turkey Sign J – Waterman Hall N – Hinckley High 

School 

C – Seed Tester G – Bull Moose Bar & 

Grill 

K – Old Charley O – Old Sycamore 

Community Center 

D – County Courthouse 

Furniture 

H – Chief Shabbona 

Statue 

L – McClintock Burglar 

Alarm 

P – DeKalb Post Office  

 

 

Object Name Object Description 

A - Sycamore Armory  A - Sycamore Armory 

 

Located at 516 E. State Street, the building's construction 

between 1936 & 1939 was made possible by the Works 

Progress Administration employment project.  $1000 was 

raised by local citizens to purchase the lot. The 

dedication ceremony for the new home of the 129th 

Infantry Regiment of the Illinois National Guard was 

attended by approximately 4000 people on September 18, 

1939. (from P.Kelley's Sycamore) 
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B - North Grove School 

 

B - North Grove School 

 

This tiny schoolhouse, built in 1878 by immigrants living 

in Sycamore’s North Grove, served the community for 64 

years. Following its closure as a school in 1952, it 

continued serving as a community gathering place and 

then gradually as a center for teaching DeKalb County 

children and adults what education looked and felt like in 

the early years of Illinois’ statehood. It stands today on 

the same place it was built. It looks today as it did on the 

day in 1952 when the last school children left. It feels 

today as though you could sit right down for a lesson and 

then go outside to enjoy play with your school friends. 

C - Seed Tester 

 

C - Seed Tester 

 

This piece of farm equipment was patented in 1914 by 

Burton and Walter Adams, “practical seedsmen.” The 

application was submitted in 1911. Galvanized-metal 

industrial seed germinator with 10 drawers on four metal 

legs. The box of drawers is nearly square, 17 ¼” x 17 ½” 

x 32” high. It seems to be missing a small “water tower” 

on top and it is also missing some external components of 

a heating mechanism, which should be attached below 

the box. See the illustration on p. 5. The left and right 

sides of the box feature decal rosemaling-style artwork in 

the spandrels of each pressed-metal panel and a 

promotional illustration in the center of each: “Seeds 

tested by Standard process make bumper crops,” and 

“Crop results prove Standard tested seed corn makes 

largest yields.” The back panel is plain. 

D - County Courthouse Furniture  D - County Courthouse Furniture 

 

Much of the furniture in the Dekalb County Courthouse 

is original.  It has been there since the Courthouse opened 

in 1904.  I was told that there is an inventory of the 

original furniture, and the only items missing from it are 

the spittoons.  I nominate the courthouse furniture for a 

Dekalb County Historical object. 
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E - Big Bluestem Grass 

 

 

E - Big Bluestem Grass 

 

As the early white settlers pushed westward into what 

would eventually be called Illinois, a defining feature of 

the extensive prairie was a grass, big bluestem, which 

grew as tall as a man on horseback.  That grass had a root 

system which defied the tillage implements the pioneers 

brought with them from the timber soils of the eastern 

states.  

 

Eventually, John Deere would design a plow which could 

handle big bluestem’s stubborn sod and DeKalb County’s 

vast grasslands would nurture an agricultural industry 

rating with the best in the world.  Big bluestem should be 

one of the “100 Objects” of significance in the history of 

the county. 

F - HoKa Turkey Sign 

 

 

F - HoKa Turkey Sign 

 

The HoKa Turkey Sign located on the southeast corner of 

Route 30 and Leland Rd, Waterman, IL.  

 

Howard Kauffman started the turkey farm in 1933 with a 

flock of 300.  Kauffman Farm is the largest turkey farm 

in the state and one of the last remaining independent 

family owned and operated turkey farms in the country.  

Currently HoKa raises 70,000 turkeys a year.  

 

The sign has been a Waterman landmark for many years.  

In August 2018 a new sign went up in the same location. 

 

**The Waterman Area Heritage does a newsletter a 

couple of times a year and we included an article/pictures 

from HoKa in one of the newsletters last year…so the 

info above was provide by the Kauffmans.  
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G - Bull Moose Bar and Grill 

 

 

G - Bull Moose Bar and Grill 

 

The Bull Moose Bar and Grill provides a historic setting 

incorporating an 1893 Pullman Palace dining car used by 

President Roosevelt in his 1912 “Bull Moose Party” 

presidential campaign. 
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H - Chief Shabbona Statue 

 

 

H - Chief Shabbona Statue 

 

On the grounds of the new Shabbona Elementary School 

stands the statue of Chief Shabbona which was purchased 

by the classes of 1942, 1943 and 1944. Joann Pardridge’s 

fifth graders put together and buried a time capsule at the 

base of the statue in the spring of 2005. It included 

pictures of students, newsletters, a calendar, a yearbook, 

a Timber Wolf Beanie Baby, pictures of old and new 

buildings, M&Ms and other items. 

I - Farm Bureau Wood Mural 

 

 

I - Farm Bureau Wood Mural 

 

This large, wooden mural titled “The Seasons of DeKalb 

County Agriculture” greats you in the lobby of the Farm 

Bureau’s Center for Agriculture. Created in 1996, it is 

over 32 ft. wide and 6 ft. 10 in. tall. The unique sculpture 

weighs 780 lbs. and took Joe Dillett, of Somonauk, 

approximately 1,650 hours to carve. The mural portrays 

modern agriculture throughout the changing seasons, 

from planting to harvest. Look closely and you’ll find 

hidden animals, barbed wire, and DeKalb Ag’s winged 

ear. This unique artwork reflects the strength and stability 

of both our heritage and our future. 
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J - Waterman Hall 

 

 

J - Waterman Hall 

Initially a girls school serving northern Illinois including 

Chicago: 

 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=STR19630403.2.

2&srpos=1&e=-03-1963--05-1963--en-20-STR-1--img-

txIN-Waterman+Hall-------- 

 

The school, known as Waterman Hall , opened in 

September 1889 . It was one of the outstanding occasions 

of those early years of Sycamore history. To begin with 

the school had been built and equipped to take care of a 

possible 45 girls. Came the opening day and 75 girls 

registered. 

K - Old Charley 

 

 

K - Old Charley 

 

The Old Charley historical marker in Victor Township 

commemorates DeKalb County’s Civil War service in a 

unique way by honoring a four-legged veteran. Old 

Charley, the heroic war horse, served the 8th IL Cavalry 

under three riders and was one of only 12 of the original 

1,200 horses of the 8th to survive the war. Charley was 

injured twice and left for dead once, but found his rider 

and continued service. After the war, Silas “Deck” 

Wesson, his final rider, purchased Old Charley from the 

government and brought him back to DeKalb County to 

live out his life on the Wesson farm.  

The DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical Society 

placed the Old Charley historical marker on the Kent 

Wesson family barn in 2012 in conjunction with the 

150th anniversary of the Civil War. 

The Old Charley historical marker in Victor Township 

commemorates DeKalb County’s Civil War service in a 

unique way by honoring a four-legged veteran. Old 

Charley, the heroic war horse, served the 8th IL Cavalry 

under three riders and was one of only 12 of the original 

1,200 horses of the 8th to survive the war. Charley was 

injured twice and left for dead once, but found his rider 

and continued service. 

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=STR19630403.2.2&srpos=1&e=-03-1963--05-1963--en-20-STR-1--img-txIN-Waterman+Hall--------
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=STR19630403.2.2&srpos=1&e=-03-1963--05-1963--en-20-STR-1--img-txIN-Waterman+Hall--------
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=STR19630403.2.2&srpos=1&e=-03-1963--05-1963--en-20-STR-1--img-txIN-Waterman+Hall--------
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L - McClintock Burglar Alarm 

 

 

L - McClintock Burglar Alarm 

On the east exterior wall of the old First National Bank at 

164 E Lincoln, now DeKalb City Hall. It was probably 

installed when the bank was remodeled and expanded in 

1917.   

In 1901 McClintock founded the American Bank 

Protection Company which specialized in burglar alarm 

systems and safe deposit boxes. In 1908 he created, with 

Freeman L. Loomis, the McClintock -Loomis Company. 

McClintock was President and Treasurer and Loomis was 

the Vice-President. The McClintock-Loomis Company 

made electrical chime and clock systems. Loomis 

eventually left the company in 1917 and the company 

was renamed the O.B. McClintock Company. The 

McClintock Company ceased its operations in 1950 when 

Diebold, Inc. purchased it.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wF-r4nBZLU  

M - Sandwich Fairgrounds 

 

  

M - The Sandwich Fair Grounds 

Since the first Fair held here in 1888, the fairgrounds has 

provided the perfect showplace for agricultural exhibits 

and commercial venues. The 185 acres of well-manicured 

park-like settings, the charming buildings, and the 

friendly atmosphere improve with age. Some of our 

classic buildings date back to the 1800s. Stop by the 

History Museum to learn more about The Sandwich Fair 

heritage and charm. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wF-r4nBZLU
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N - Hinckley High School -  The site of the 

first Harlem Globetrotter game in 1927.  

 
 

 

N - Hinckley High School -  The site of the first 

Harlem Globetrotter game in 1927 

The game was played in the (new --1925) Hinckley High 

School.  The building has been replaced with newer 

structures that now serve as the elementary school.  The 

grade school has a large plaque made of the old gym 

flooring.  The Globetrotters were then known as the 

Savoy Five from Chicago.  Featuring black players, the 

team faced racial issues with other teams and most hotels. 

The local physician, Arthur Keyes, read about the team’s 

situation and invited them to Hinckley to play the town’s 

merchant team.  The local hotel owner would not rent the 

team rooms so they spent the night in the doctors home.  

The merchants won that first game even though the 

Globetrotter website says otherwise.  Some believe the 

Globetrotters may have thrown the first game so they 

could place bets on the subsequent games (which the 

Globetrotters won).  The Globetrotters have returned to 

play exhibition games in Hinckley about every 20 years 
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O - Midwest Museum of Natural History / 

Former Sycamore Community Center 

 

 

O - Midwest Museum of Natural History / Former 

Sycamore Community Center 

In 1875, the structure was built as the home of the 

Universalist Church in Sycamore. In the 1920s the 

building underwent dramatic changes, becoming the 

Sycamore Community Center, complete with basketball 

courts, a swimming pool, and hip hangout, Teen Town. 

een Town was a place created by teens for teens in 

Sycamore’s Community Center. This concept began in 

the 1940s with the RETNEC (center spelled backwards), 

and was resurrected in 1953. Teen Town, as the name 

implies, was a special place in town for teens to hang out, 

dance, play basketball or ping pong, and enjoy being with 

their friends. High school students served as president, 

vice president, treasurer, and secretary to organize 

activities and raise money to improve their space.  “Teen 

Town provided a fun place for kids—to go downtown, 

see your friends, and dance. You danced so much your 

legs hurt. That was really the entertainment at that time.” 

“You didn’t have cell phones to meet up with your 

friends. You would just go to Teen Town and meet up 

with your friends. That was where everyone went.” Bill 

Lenschow 

In February 2004, this 129-year-old building was 

overhauled once again with a top-to-bottom 1.2 million 

dollar renovation. This included the creation of exhibit 

halls, classrooms, offices, collection storage, and a new 

roof and climate controls to help preserve Museum 

specimens. The museum closed permanently in February 

of 2020. (Wikepedia) 

P - DeKalb Post Office Building 

 

 
  

P - DeKalb Post Office Building 

According to the Images of America; DeKalb, book by Jo 

Fredell Higgins (Arcadia 2004), this was the post office 

from 1906 to 1960. Charles W. Gindele Company of 

Chicago was awarded the contract on March 28, 1905. It 

cost $65,000 when completed in 1906. In 1995 it was 

torn down for... a parking lot. 

 


