
Monday, April 13 

DeKalb Ag winged ear 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society depot 

 

#1 DeKalb Ag winged ear logo 

 

DeKalb County, known for a variety of reasons, is widely referred to as corn county. Speaking of corn, did you know that 

DeKalb Ag’s logo (the winged ear logo) is one of the most recognized in the world?  

 

What is the story behind the logo? Selling hybrid corn was new in the mid-1930s. The first blockbuster hybrid sold by 

DeKalb was 404A, a four-way cross developed by Charlie Gunn in the early 1930’s. The first ads promoting hybrid corn 

included the inscription “Let DeKalb Quality Hybrids be your Mortgage Lifter.” This ran in the Prairie Farmer in October 

1936.  Hogs were then touted as being the “mortgage lifter,” a theme during the great depression. Tom Roberts, as 

General Manager, showed his creativity when producing this ad—which soon became the company logo. 

 

                  
 

#16 Genoa depot - home of Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society 

 

During peak of railroad traffic in DeKalb County in tracks crisscrossed the county and often intersected in places. Many 

communities in the county would have disappeared, becoming another abandoned town on the Illinois prairie without the 

railroad. There are a few surviving depots in the county today, including the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific 

Railroad depot that is now home to the Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society.  

 

      
 

 

 

 



 

2. Tuesday, April 14th 

 1984 Olympic torch 

 Clinton Township Library 

 

#2 1984 Olympic Torch 

Olympics Trivia Starts here! Turner Brass, a local manufacturing company, was selected to produce and design the 1984 

Olympic torch. Research included test runs by 30 volunteers from the Kishwaukee YMCA in a with a 39-mile on April 

17, 1984 Sycamore! 

 

In preparation for the opening ceremonies, there was a torch run relay through all regions of the United States, across all 

types of terrain: mountains, rivers, deserts, plains and covered over 12,000 miles, from New York City to Los Angeles. It 

was the longest torch run in Olympic history. A proud fact in our county’s history.  

 

 

 

             
 

 

#15 Clinton Township Library  

 

The library in Clinton Township was made possible by an 

Andrew Carnegie grant, completed by the local women’s club in 

1911. Funds were received two years later and construction 

started soon afterwards with additional money was raised by the 

community. 

 

Today, the Clinton Township remains the smallest community to 

receive a Carnegie grant and the building is the smallest 

Carnegie Corporation of New York ever built 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carnegie.org/about/


3. Wednesday, April 15 

 Marlyn’s Majorettes 

 North Grove School Association (NGSA) original pump 

 

#8 Marlyn’s Majorettes 

            
 

Marlyn’s Majorettes and Drum Corps was founded in 1950 and led by Marlyn Burkhart until her retirement in 2014. 

Through these years, many Championships were awarded including 25 State Championships, 25 National Championships, 

the Disney Parade Championship and a World Championship won in 1976.   

 

The Corps performed in many noteworthy events including the Orange Bowl, the Indy 500, the Grand Ole Opry, the 

Chicago Christmas Parade and New York’s World Fair. 

 

The exhibit showcases objects that represent over 60 years of history for Marlyn’s Majorettes and Drum Corps, 

highlighting their activities and impact on the county.  Both young men and women in the Corps had unique opportunities, 

leadership training and experiences that led to life-long friendships. 

 

#9 North Grove School Association - One room school original pump  

 

Pumping water from the well is one of the most popular activities when children come out to visit the DeKalb County 

History Center. The pump handle is from the original well at the North Grove School and loaned to us by the North Grove 

School Association. The pump is often front and center in pictures of North Grove School. 

 

North Grove School’s story starts when the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church built the structure for a parochial and 

Sunday school. While the DeKalb County public school system purchased the school in 1880, classes continued in 

Swedish for several years. The school closed in 1952.  

                
 

 

 

https://northgroveschool.org/
https://northgroveschool.org/


Thursday, April 116 

 Sandwich Opera House 

 Civil War Box  

 

#7 Sandwich Opera House 

 

 

Twenty-five years after Sandwich first became a town, a contract was signed for construction of the Sandwich City Hall 

and Opera House on August 20, 1878.  The 1st floor housed government offices while the 2nd floor was the Opera House 

which served as a community center.  Activities included shows by traveling troupes (everything from vaudeville to 

Shakespeare), home talent productions, lecture series, recitals, high school graduations, political rallies, temperance 

meetings, the Fireman's Ball, and church gatherings. 

In 1979 the building was placed on the National Register of Historic Places, and extensive restoration and a renovation 

project started.  

#10 Capt. Robert Smith Civil War box 

 

 “The Civil War has a tremendous moral and emotional force.” - Daniel McCaig  

 

The Civil War came and “the smoke from Fort Sumter’s guns had hardly cleared away” just five days later on April 17, 

1862 Richard A. Smith of Cortland (image below) enlisted. He became part of the Illinois 13th regiment. The box leather 

box held Smith’s personal belongings and toiletries. As an officer, he had access to a mule- drawn wagon and teamsters 

would have moved, carried, and unload most equipment – including this box during the numerous and severe 20- to 30-

mile marches of the 13th.   This box traveled from Sycamore throughout the South, back to Sycamore, to New York, to 

North Carolina, and finally returning to Sycamore in 2018 when it was donated to the Sycamore History Museum.  

 

                
 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, April 17 

 

 Cora Miner painting 

 Leland cookbook 

 

#4 Cora Miner painting 

         

From 1915-1960, Cora Miner was an art teacher in the Sycamore schools as well as a private art instructor. One of the 

highlights in her life was having a painting exhibited in the Chicago World’s Fair in 1933 (see above image). Miner 

graduated from the Valparaiso Fine Arts Academy and the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts. Miner died at the age of 99. 

 

#13. Victor Township Cookbook 

 

Today’s “shelter in place” decree has given us the opportunity to make some good old school homemade meals. And 

what’s better than turning to cookbooks for some inspiration? Cookbooks are a unique primary source that provide some 

insight to daily life as well as a new perspective on social, cultural, and even political history.This handwritten cookbook 

was from Lillie Gundmunsen who was from Victor Township.  

 

 

             
 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, April 18 

 IDEAL Cub’s Jersey 

 Dairy Joy, Hinkley 

 

#3 IDEAL Industries throwback 1916 Chicago Cub’s Jersey 

 

Chicago Cubs and DeKalb County?  IDEAL Industries, headquartered in Sycamore, celebrated its 100th anniversary 

along with a Century of Cubs at Wrigley Field. The first 30,000 fans on July 6, 2016 were presented a 1916 Chicago Cubs 

Replica Throwback Jersey. 

 

IDEAL installed the lighting system in the World Series-winning Chicago Cubs locker room in 2016.  IDEAL, a family-

owned, international company creates a wide variety of products that are instrumental in “helping mankind reach from the 

South Pole to the Moon …paving the way for the future.” 

 

 

 

          
 

 

 

 

#14 Dairy Joy in Hinckley, IL  

 
 

 

Dairy Joy, a local landmark in Hinckley, opened for business in 1957. A part of many family traditions, the Dairy Joy was 

the first job for many high school students and/or a location for prom pictures to be taken. As the “place to be” during 

baseball and softball season, many post game celebrations included a Dairy Joy treat. This restaurant symbolizes the small 

town, family-owned business throughout DeKalb County.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.idealindustries.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dairy-Joy-Drive-In-121493824528744/


Saturday, April 19 

 Wurlitzer box 

 19th Amendment Telegram 

 

#5 Wurlitzer Box - created from an old piano 

 

 
 

The Wurlitzer Company originated in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1853, and came to DeKalb in 1919. It did not take long for 

before DeKalb became their center for manufacturing pianos. The plant covered 10 acres, and they used a kiln to dry 

150,000 feet of lumber a month. 

 

However, in 1942, Wurlitzer signed a contract with the Department of Defense to develop the country’s first drone 

(guided missile) for the army. While the employees did not know what they were making, within two years over 200 

drones were produced. After the war, Wurlitzer returned to making pianos until 1973 when manufacturing was 

discontinued. Yet. DeKalb remained the marketing and administrative headquarters until they were sold in 1985.  

 

While the History Center does not have enough room for a full-size Wurlitzer piano or organ, this handmade box was 

made by a former employee using wooden pieces from a Wurlizter piano.  

 

#13 19th Amendment Telegram 

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on 

account of sex.” 

Officially adopted to the Constitution August 18, 1920, this Western Union Telegram was sent to the County Clerk 

announcing the passage of the 19th Amendment, but it was not dated until September 3, 1920.  The delay appears to be 

connected to questions about the amendment being overturned by the Supreme Court. There were additional telegrams 

explaining that for the upcoming election there would be separate ballots for men and women as a backup option. 

This year celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment.  The original telegram is part of the Joiner History 

Room archives. 

 

 



Sunday, April 20 

 Wally’s Bike 

 World War I Ledger  

 

 

 

 

 

#6 Wally’s Bike from Pumpkin Fest 

Pumpkin Fest, one of the largest annual events in Sycamore, started in 1956 by Wally Thurow. As owner of “Wally’s 

Cyclery and Sports” in DeKalb, Thurow was given a “Giant” bike as a promotional piece for his store. It quickly became 

an icon for this annual event.  Today over 1000 entries in the Lions Decorated Pumpkin Display, two carnivals, three 

indoor craft shows, many non-profit vendors, Tour of Historic Homes and a large parade on Sunday evolved from what 

was once a small gathering in Wally’s front yard. 

Today the bronze statue cast from the original bike and featuring Wally is located on Somonauk and Elm in downtown 

Sycamore and was cast from the original bike.  

 
Photo courtesy of Federated Church 

 

 

 

 

#11 World War I Ledger featuring Samuel Croswell 

   

There are many stories about brave men from DeKalb County that fought in World War I. But there is little known about 

nine African American soldiers from our county who fought in this War. A ledger in the Joiner History Room documents 

information about Samuel Croswell and his connection to the amazing story of the 92nd Division of the 365th Infantry 

Regiment. He is the only African American listed in the ledger. 

 

This regiment drew African American soldiers from all over the United States. Although they were part of the United 

States Army, prejudices of the era prevented most African American units from participating in combat with the 

American or British forces. As a result, most African American soldiers served as laborers. However, a few units, 

including the 92nd, served in combat with the French Army, whose soldiers did not object to fighting alongside African 

Americans.  

 



            
 

 

 


