LETTERS FROM EVERELL F., DUTTON TO ROSINA PAINE

Gallatin, Tenn.
February 6, 1863

My dearest and
dearly loved Rosa,

T returned from Louisville day before yesterday. Stopped at the Tunnels,
but to my surprise found the old camp ground, where stood the 105th when T
left, deserted, and some new faces standing guard around. On inquiry, learned
our Regiment had moved to this place last Sunday night and five companies of
the Illinois 129th were in our places. Made my way as best I could to this
point, where I found the 105th in good shape and a much better camping
ground then at the Tunnels.

We are about 3/4 of a mile from town in e nice grove of maples., Have
good water, and a "Feir Ground", that was enclosed with a nice board fence,
furnishes the men with plenty of lumber for floors and bunks for their tents.
A good brick house nearby has been leveled to the ground and made into nice
square fireplaces and chimneys for us. So, notwithstanding we have been here
but a few days, our camp is quite comfortable, nearly as much so as at the
Tunnels, for we have had better meterial to work with,

I am sitting by a good large fireplace in which is burning a bright
meple fire. Oh, how comfortable, but it smokes just a little. TIf you see
signs of tears on this sheet, remember 'tis from the smoke.

T felt quite badly when T learned the Regiment hed left for this place,
for we were independent while there and could "Paddle our own Canoe", but

we have a better camp ground and T am better satisfied than T supposed we
could be.

The citizens at the Tunnels disliked very much to have us leave, for
notwithstanding we foraged heavily on them and kept them constantly informed
that there was still a war, we desalt honorably with them, did no little,
petty thieving, and they formed quite an attachment for us, especially some
of them. The 105th has a good name among both Union and Secesh,

T have been up to Company "A" today. All are getting along nicely.
Their tents and streets are fixed up splendidly. Robert and Heath are in
fine spirits. The Captain is et a house nearby and has been for 3 or 4 weeks.
Was sick when he first went there, but for a week I hear he has been quite
well. He has applied for a furlough and is afraid if he returns to duty he
will not get home. T hear he intends to close his service in the Army by
next May -- is thinking of resigning then,

t would not have displeased the Colonel, I should
have glil;u;gl;.:g :x;)lza]ym:::ogs the Ohio River g_ndppaid a flying vigj_{ to
Sycamore. Would have risked being stopped on the road. But, I did Eof
know how the Colonel would feel about it and dare not run the risk of incur-
ring his displeasure. He told me yesterday he would not have cared. How T
wish T had tried it, then I could have again seen my darling Rosa, but now
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God only knows when that infinite joy will be allowed me. I trust sometime
though, and that before long too.

On my return I found & letter from you, also one from Mrs. Everts. T
will send you & portion of her letter at which I was quite amused. Your
letter was so good, 80 goodev + ¢ o « ¢« + +» o« » I am glad you have come to
the sensible conclusion to trust and believe me hereafter. T will not prove
false to you, but ever true. You are my only love and I do love you, no
tongue can tell how dearly. . . . . . . . Never, never again doubt me for
one moment, T will try end not gzive you an efcuse for so doing.

You say you are still troubled with that pain in your head. Do be
careful, darling. Take good care of yourself, especially of your noble head.
For my sske, be careful, for whet should T do without my darling Rosa for a
companion? . . . . . T have all confidence that our lives will be spared for
many years and we shall be allowed to realize the joy and perfect happiness
we have so oft talked and dreamed of. My health is better, only a little
troubled occasionally with diphtheria.

The Railroad has again been torn up. The train I came in on day before
yesterday was the last that has run over the road. Some of the track was
torn up soon after. Now for another month with no mail. I believe there are
some of your letters I have never received. Have received none written be-
tween December 28th and January 19th. Don't believe there was three weeks and
my love did not write me.

'Tis getting late and cold. T will bid you good night and finish this
scribbling tomorrow.

May God bless you end give you happy dreams. Affectionately,
Good night,

Ev.

Saturday morning, February 7

Good Morning, darling,

How are you this fine morn? T caught a terrible cold last night and
have an awful headache thie morning. You can sympathize with me, can't you?
'Tis pleasant and warm. There is just a little snow on the ground, but it
will all diseppear today.

I have just received orders to take six companies of our Regiment and
proceed with 40 wagons to Hartsville or beydnd for forage and contraband Zoods.
Hartsville is 20 miles up the Cumberlsnd River and is the place where Morgan
captured the 40th Brigade commanded by Colonel Moore in December last. We
shall go this afternoon so as to stay in Hartsville all night. Shall be gone
3 days. My orders are to subsist off of those known to be Rebels (and there
are no other kind around), to take all good horses, saddles, etec. and provisions.
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Anticipate some fun and it may be a few shots. T will write you on my return
and inform as to particulars.

I must prepare for the start and shall be obliged to meke this letter shorter
than T might wish too.

My best respects to your dear mother. I am so glad she does not dislike me.

Write me very often. T think of you hourly and wish so much to see you, hut
must be petient and wait.

T am as Ever yours truly and
only yours,

Ev F. Dutton



